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I, ex- oo . _ encum =~ 
that (C.) Extract of a letter from Mr. Erving to the secretary of state, dated 
sume ‘ Madrid, Augtist 29th, 1816, 
lisco- From the secretary of state to George W. Erving. “Mr. Henry B: Smith arrived at Cadiz on the 26th daly, and at 
legal Department of state, March 11, 1816. Madrid on the 10th instant; by him I reeeived your letters of May 
that SIR—You will set out in discharge of the duties of your mission | 30 and 31, the new cyphev, the special power to negociate, and the 
were to Spain as soon after the receipt of this letter as circumstances other papers therein r-ferred to. It was after duly deliberating on 
wp ol will permit. Our relations with that country are, from many | those and the several instructions which had pteceded tiem, that 
r the causes, becoming daily more and more interesting. They will re-| I formed my first note to Mr. Cevallus; this was sent to him on 
nade, quire your assiduous and zealous attention as suon as you are re-| the 26th instant—a copy of it, [No. 6] is herewith submitted.” 
x 2 cognized by the Spanish government. rs 
—. The restoration of the diplomatic intereotrse between the two [No 6.] 
high countries, long interrupted by causes well known to you, presents Mr. Erving to Mr. Cevallos. 
Gos’ a favorable opportunity for the settlement of every ditference with Z Madrid, August 26, 1816. 
inded that power. The president has already manifested his sincere de+ SIR—The pyxesident is sincerely desirous of establishing the 
bien sire to take advantage of it for that purpose, and hupes that the relations of amity between the United States and Spain on a solid 
si Spanish government cherishes a similar disposition. a basis, and that every obstacle to a permanent good understanding 
a The primary causes of cifference proceeded frem spoliations on between the two countries should be removed by arrangements 
Loge: their commerce, for which Spain is h Id 9 Penge the justice of; honorable and advantageous to both; he does not doubt of finding 
snal which she admitted by a convention; and from the refusal of the | corresponding dispositions on the part of hig catholic ina je stys 
pia Spanish government to settle, on just principles, the boundaries of! therefore has featlily acceded to the particular wishes of his mae 
— Louisiana, and to compensate, on like principles, for the injuries | Jesty by veceiving Mr. Onis, and in the same fricndly confid-nee 
tally arising from tlie suppression of the deposite at New-Orleans in| has ordered me to oe to this saad ; 
breach of the treaty of 1795. The grounds of these difterences I am speciaily nistructed to discuss and to settle with your exe 
have been so often discussed, and the justice of our claims so com-| ¢ellency, all the ancient causes or misunderstanding, as Weil as the 
> the pletely established, in the instructions heretofore given, and in | questions teeta Bo ag of ap pry ee ae Which are of & 
foe communications with the Spanish government, that it is thought, character unfavorable to the o ject in vit 4 It is desirable that no 
ited yinnecessary to enter into them in this letter. Other injuries have | Matter of future contention “i Ligreer | should TEMAS, CO PUL EE 
vew- likewise been since rm ceived from Spain, particularly in the late| hazard or to interrupt the Coud 1 ages age which the United 
war with Great Britain, to which it may be proper fur you to| States are always disposed to Taaintew with Spain, and to ali the 
advert. I shall transmit to you, herewith, such papers relating to, advantages of whicn his majesty’s government cannot but be 
our claims, in every instance, as will place their merits in a just! Wholly sensible. \ ; aes, 
light. | In transactions where the parties enter With such dispositions; 
In a conversation with Mr. Onis, shortly after the late corres- | and such motives to accord, a frank exposition of all the grounds of 
pondence with him, he intimated that his government was sincerely complaint is at once the most just, and the Most JUCIOts Courses 
tlesirous of settling these differences, and that it might be willing | for to suppress or to sinother any of them in condescension to tem; 
10 cede its claim to territory on the eastern side of the Mississippi; porary Considerations, is but to leave the seeds of fucure discord 
§n satisfaction of claitas and in exchange for territory on the wes-| and to substitute palliatives and ex pedients for satisfactory and solid 
o- tern side. He expressed also a desire that the negociation might | atrangements. ss ‘ 
take place at Madrid, rather than in this city. It wasexpected that, [tis proper therefore that I should state distinctly all the points 
he Lad been already furnished with full powers to negociate such |on Which the United States seck for redress and indemnity, come 
a treaty, and it would be more agreeable to conclude it here if he | Mencing with those claims which have heretofore been the suhject 
had such powers, or might soon procure them, provided there was of unsuccessful negociation. [am well persuaded that the whole 
any ground to hope an early termination of it. But from the ex-| Can how be settled in a manner satislactory to both parues, and 
perience we have already had, it may be fairly apprehended that a| without reviving whatever animositics they may have originally 
negociation of it here would lead to very extraordinary delays, $!Ve™ rise to. As , ; 
which it is wished to avoid. |_ In the present exposition, I may also forbear to enter into thé 
dat The presilent will soon decide on the whole subject, after which details of the principal subjects to which it refers; because Liese 
of you shall be duly instructed of the course to be pursued, and of have for the most partin some form or other, been already brought 
the the measures to be taken. These instructions shall be forwarded to | (0 the view of the Spanish govétament; and because your exeed- 
cat you at Madrid by Mr. Henry B. Smith. lency in particular has the most periect knowledge of thcis. 
sal el ies ou mes neta teyanes wenn noay! — en iS the — 
‘ Vv gover 1] or coin sation CO its CIIZeNs ON aceoiiit o 
Extract of a letter from the secretary of state to George W. Erving: | the ovuaee committed on un ir Commerce previous to the year 
00 Department of state, May 30, 1816, | 1802. This is an object which the United States never has, apd 
06 SIR—To enable you to make the experiment on which the pre-| never can lose sight of; indeed the justice of the claim has already 
sident ha, again decided to settle our differences with Spain, I en-| been admitted by the Spanish government in a convertion sego- 
close a letter of instruction, which, being shown to the Spanish} ciated and signed by your excellency on the Lith, August, 1802.— 
50 government, will be your autherity for the purpose. The United States stillexpect that this claim shall be adjusted upon 
As the justice of the claims of the United States, in every in-| principles of law and: quity. which cannot be called into question 
stance, has been fully established in former discussions, the docu-| by his majesty’s guvernment. 
05 ments relating to which are in your possession, I shall not enter In the same manner, the United States expect that compensation 
2nto the subject in that view. It can we be presumed, that the | will be made for all the injuries done to their commerce, under 
97 Spanish government, after what has passed, will be desirous of re-| the authority of the Spanish government, or within its jurisdictiun, 
suming this discussion. Should stich a disposition be manifested | previous to the date of said convention, not embraced by it, and 
31 those documents will enable you to place the subject in a proper! the claim for which, was especially reserved by that convention; 
Jight. I shall proceed, therefore, to state the conditions on which! as well as for all similar injuries subseqaent to its date. 
1s the settlement may now be made. The suppression of the deposite at New-Orlcans in the year 1802, 
94 The United States complained, in 1°05, of injuries from Spain—| violating tie treaty of 1795, forms another claim of greaé inport- 
Ist. By spoliations on their ecommerce. ance. . Sige Os 
he 2u. By the suppression of the deposite at New-Orleans: and Causes of misunderstandmg of a later date, and of another eliz- 
of od. By the refusal of the Spanish government to settle the boun- /racter, accamulated principally during the war between the United 
le daries of Louisiana on just principles. States and Great Britain; these were of so unfriendly, and in 
od Of spoliations there were two classes—the first consisted of sei- | Many cases of so violenta nature, as to thr aten anim nediat: aud 
ch mures made of American vessels by Spanish eruizers—tie second of| serious rupture between the United States and Spain; but happily, 
te seizures of other of our vessels by French cruisers, who carried | the — policy which has uniformly characternz:d the cor.duet 
in them into Spartish ports, where they were condemued by French |of the United States towards Spain, was stil upheld by consi ler 
al consuls. For the first class, provision was made by a convention {ations highly honorable to Uie moral character of the Amerwan 
p hetween the two governments, at Madrid, bearing date on the 11th eh gmt og considerations growing out of the then unhappy 
6f August, 1802, which the Spanish government afterwards re-|domestic state ol the peniisula, nd the miseries and disorders to 
“e tused to ratify. For Ue second no provision was ever made, though | which a most unjust foreign invasion had made it a. prey; the 
n the claim was specially reserved im that convention. The suppres | American government always trusting that Spain, on the re- stale 
a1 sion of the deposite at New-Orleans was in dircét violation of an j lishment ot its national inde pende nee, and the restoration of r gue 
> article of the treaty of 1795. By the cession of Louisiana, the Uni-|lar government and tranquility, would readily attend to the just 
mn rel States claim, (and, as they think, have proved by a efear title); demands of the United States, and cheerfully embreee their cons 
t, all the territory lying between the Perdido, on the eastern side of | ciliatory proposals. 
¥ the Mississippi, to the rio Bravo,on the western. They well know] It will suffice for the present that I mention but su¢cinet!y the 
Phat Franee would have claimed to the same extent, “had she net principal matters above adve rted to— these ares 
t° tnade the cession; though as the French government @eelined de-| _ Ist. Phe encouragement which was given by the Spanish aut! w- 
‘Ming the boundaries by the treaty, as was Cesired, no appeal was |vities ia East Florida, to the Indian tribes in Georgia, and genevally 
ade to it by this government, or thought proper, akterwagds, jon the southern frontur, to inake war op the Puited States; 
: | 2d. Che aid given to them in th#f wis 
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3d. The aid afforded to Great Britain by permitting supplies to 
be sent through East Florida to the Indian tribes; and afterwards, 
by allowing her to establish a place of arms in that province, for 
the purpose of encouraging and supporting the Indians in their 
savage war. 

‘These acts were evident and very important violations of the 
neutrality which Spain was bound to observe between the belli- 
ferents. 

Aler duties, as a neutral power, were altogether lost sight of, 
when the United States’ frigate “Essex” was attacked in the bay of 
Vaiparaiso. 

‘The seizure of American property, and the imprisonment of 
American citizens, in various modes and under various pretexts, 
both in the peninsuia and in the colonies, afforded unequivocal 
indications of an unfriendly temper; several of these acts may 
hereafter require special representations on my part—my present 


object is to bring them generally to your view. ‘The president re- | 


Certainly what fell from the minister tended to strengthen thz 
opinion; and it has béen still further confirmed in a subsequent 
conversation. On the 2Istinst. having reason to believe that he did 
not intend to reply to any part of my note of the 19th, I imme- 
diately called on him; I found, in fact, that the measure which he 
had announced to me, having been definitely determined on by the 
King, he cousidered any further correspondence on the matter as 
altogether superfluous; indeed, that he had but the most superfi- 
cial, if any, acquaintance with the contents of that note; 1 then 
read to him a copy of it, and having urged all the reasons which 
induced me to wish for his answer, he finally consented to give it~ 
—I now wait for that answer.” 
[ No. J 
To his excellency don Pedro Cevalios, first minister of state, &c. Gc, 
Madrid, September 13, 1816. 
SIR—It is my indispensable duty again to invite your excellen- 








Tics upon the just sense which his majesty must entertain of the | cy’s attention to my note of August 26th. The importance and the 
important crisis in Our affairs, which such evewts are of a nature urgency of the matters of which it treats will, I am persuaded, 
to produce, for the adoption of a policy congenial to the intercsts (sufficiently explain iny earnestness on this occasion: and I most 
of Leth countries; and the president persuades himself that the ardently desire that the determinations of his majesty upon it may 
same justand amicable disposition will be prompt in a#urding the correspond to the just expectations of the Ameriean government, 
satisfaction required for the injuries complained of, and that thus; and lead to the establishment of lasting peace and harmony between 


hands than my own, but because Mr. Onis is there in a situation 


a state of lasting peace and friendly intercourse may be secured 
betwoen two countrics, Whose relative situations and interests ren- 
der that state so peculiarly desirable. 

Finally, the questions respecting boundaries, which have here- 
totore been supposed to offer obstacles to a settlement of other 


the two countries. 
| I renew to your excellency the assurances of my very distin: 
| guished consideration. GEORGE W. ERVING. 


oe 


(No. 3.] 


ditt rcuces, the American government considers as susceptible of | Transtation of a letter from Mr. Cevallos to Mr. Erving, dated 15th 


amicable adjustraent, and lam instructed to treat with your excel- 
Tency on that subject. I have the honor to be, &c. 
GEORGE W. ERVING. 
Extract of a leiter from Mr. Erving to the secretary of state, dated 
September 22, 1816. 

“I wrote to Mr. Cevallos, on the 12th instant, a note, of which 
the enclosed paper (No.2) is a copy, inviting his attention to my 
pote of August 26th; and on the 14th instant [again waited on 
that minister, foy the purpose of again urging him to reply to my 
said note; he made the same excuses for his delay he had before 
made, 

“On the 15th instant I received from Mr. Cevallus a note of the 
same date; a copy of it (No. 3) is herewith enclosed; Lalso submit 
to you (No. 4) a copy of my reply, of the 19th instant, to that 
note. 

“You will observe, sir, that under the circumstances of this sud- 
den and unexpected determination of the king, as communicated 
by Mr. Cevallos, 1 thought it indispensably necessary (and my rea- 
sons will, [ presume, be obvious to you) that my answer should in- 
elude all that passed of importance in my intermediate conference 
with that minister. I sought the interview for the purpose of ob- 
taining, promptly, explanations, which, im the ordinary course of 
correspondence might not have been given for months, of ascer- 
ing, as nearly as might be, the real views of this government in the 
measures adopted, and, as far as possible, of fixing Mr. Cevallos in 
a direct and loyal course; im fine, of forcing our business on, by 
one mode or another, to a conclusion of some sort. Indeed, it was 
impossible tour me to do any thing more than merely acknowledge 
the receipt of the note, and to transmit it in course to my govern- 
ment; unless I could learn whether the measure which it proposed, 
was or Was not likely to be acceptable to you; for 1 have not seen 
your note of June 10, to which Mr. Cevallos refers, and as the 


words of his note, “que el citado don Luis estuviese autorizado para | 


negotixr,” are altogether equivocal, and may receive either a past 
or future construction, I did not feel confident that you had 
really invited Mr. Onis to send for powers; thus I could not but 


be apprehensive. that the object of this government, in the mea- | 


sure proposed, was merely to relieve itself from pressure here, to 
gain time, and indefinitely to procrastinate the settlement of our 
differences: and this suspicion was strengthened by many collateral 
considerations. , 

“You will perceive, sir, that Mr. Cevallos says, in his note, that 
“correspondent orders” have been sent to Mr. Onis, by which I must 
understand, orders corresponding to the intention of the king to 
sutist'y the president, by conforming to the desire expressed in your 
note to Mr. Onis, which must be understood to mean tull powers; 
and yet, in conversation, he allowed that such powers had not beeu 
sent, aod accepted of my proposal g transmit them. However, this 
apparent discrepance may have been mcre inadyertency; he may 
have intended duplieatcs of his powers:. I resort to this supposition, 
because I have just now been informed, through another channel, 
that “full powers” have been sent to Mr. Onis; how the fact may 
be, you will be able to ascertain by the date of the powers; if the 
powers have been sent (unless indeed very lately) it is surprising 
that Mr. Cevalios did not earlier communicate the measure to ne, 

“The observat'ous which I made to Mr. Cevallos, as to my own 
powers to negociate, and my proposal of a special commission; 
these were iitended rather to test his sincerity, than to alter his 
professed plan. 1 said only what under circumstances it had been 
extraordinary to have omitted; my carnestness naturaily resulted 
fyom the position in which I was placed by the proposed measure, 
but I refrained from pushing to the extent, of which they were 
susceptiile, what might be considcred as my own pretensions; for 
indep: ndeat of the doubt in which I was as_to the real intention 
of jour note to Mr. Onis, or that out of question, of what might 
best suit th views of gevernment, my own decided opimon was, 
that the negociation night be carried on te much greater advan- 
tage, and brought to a conclusion much more expeditiously at 
Washington than here; not only because it would be in much abler 


to see, and to feel with infinitely more force, than Mr. Cevallos 
can, in the midst of all his distractions here, the real importance, 


September, 1816. 

SIR— Having laid before the kiug a note, under date of the 10th 
June last, addressed by Mr. Monroe to don Louis de Onis, in which 
he manifests the desire of his government that Mr. Onis should be 
, authorised to negociate with him; his majesty has acceded to it to 
gratify the president; and I have given the correspondent orcers te 
‘the said Onis, to the end, that he may immediately enter into nego 
| ciation with Mr. Monroe, and employ all the means that are within 
| his reach to secure a solid and durable peace and good intelligence 
‘between the two nations. I renew, &e. PEDRO CEVALLOS. 








[No. 4. 

To his excellency don Pedro Cevaltee: fret minister of state, Oc. Ce. 
Madrid, Sept. 19, !816. 

| SIR—By your excellency’s communication of the 15th imstant, I 
learn, that a note of Mr. Monroe, secretary of state of the United 
States. under date of June 10th, addressed to don Louis de Onis, 
in which note the desire of the American government is expressed 
that the said don Louis should be authorised to'uegociate with it, 
having been taken into consideration by the king, his majesty, with 
a view of conforming to the wishes of the president, has acceded to 
the desire expressed in said note, and that you have sent the corres: 
| pondent orders to don Louis, tothe end that he may immediately en 
‘ter into the negociation with Mr. Monroe. 

I received this, your excelleney’s important communication, on 
the day of its date, but before finally acknowledging the receipt of 
it, thought proper to seek, in an interview with you, such explana 
| tions as it seemed to require—for that purpose I waited on you on 

Tuesday, the 17th instant. I eretiestek’ what I then said to you, on 
the supposition, that the American government might not have 
expressed a particular desire to change the seat of negociation—but 
that the secretary of state, in the note of June 10th, referred to by 
your excellency, had but renewed the expression of his regret, 
that Mr. Onis should continue to urge matters of complaint, on 
‘which he had not such full powers to negociate, as he was under- 
stood to be in possession of previous to his reception by the president. 

As I have the competent authority from my government to treat 
—am in possession of all the documents necessary to be referred to 
\in whatever discussions may arise;—as your excetlency is perfectly 
versed in all the questions which exist between the two go- 
vernments:—for these reasons it appeared to me that an arrange 
ment might be made here at Madrid more expeditiously than at 
Washington. I stated expressly to you that I could in no case be 
under a necessity of referring to my government for further in 
structions, requesting at the same time to know whether it was 
his majesty’s intention to place Mr. Onis ina position equally favor- 
able to a speedy adjustment of our differences. I concluded by excu- 
sing the warmth with which I pressed the subject, assuring you that 
I was very far from seeking my personal gratification in this matter 
of high public interest, but that I looked only to the desired result; 
and that if this could be obtained more promptly by wig pen 
'the negociation to Washington than by pursuing ic here, I shoul 
sincerely rejoice at the transfer. 

In reply to these observations, I understood your excellency to 
state, that Uwing to your being act#ally charged with the business 
‘of three ministries, besides the direction of the posts; and to the 

variety of other occupations incident to yeur high employ, it was 
‘impossible for you to give the time to the affairs to be discussed 
| which would be necessary toa satisfactory and speedy arrangement 
of them: that Mr. Onjs was also fully acquainted with those affairs 
and was in possession of all the documents relating to them : and 
though you could not say but that it might be necessary for that 
minister to consult with his government, yet even the loss of three 
| months’ time on such an occasion would not prolong the negocia- 
tions to the extent which the unavoidable delays here would carry 
them to. 

‘These reasons urged by your excellency for transferring the seat 
of negociation to Washington, induced me to propose that his wa- 
jesty would appoint a special minister or a commission to treat 
with me. I understowd your excellency to reply, that as such 
minister or commission would be entirely uninformed, and would 
have every thing to learn on the matters to be discussed, and 
hence continual necessity of yeferring to you, this mode cotiid in no 














nay, absolute necessity of a speedy adjustwent of our differenses, 


wise expedite the result, 
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On my asking your excellency if full powers and instructions 
bad been already sent to Mr. Onis, I understood you to say that 
they had not. . 4 

I then informed you, that after replying to your communication 
of the 15th instant, I should prepare to send a gentleman of my 
jegation to the United States with my despatches; and I offered 
his services to be at the same time bearer of your despatches to 
Don Luis de Onis; which offer you were pleased to accept. 

If I may have made any mistake jn this statement of the 
substance of what passed in the interview which I had the honor 
of having with your excellency on Tuesday the 17th instant, I 
beg that your excellency will be so obliging as to correct it. 

I have further to request that you will be pleased to inform me 
whether it is your intention to reply to my notes of 26th August 
and September 13th,or whether I am to consider your communica- 
tion of the 15th instant as superceding the necessity of any special 
reply to those notes, . 

I have.to request, also, that your excellency would enable me 
to inform my government whether it is his majesty’s intention to 
send “full powers” to don Luis de Onis to treat upon all the 
matters in question between the two countries, and whether the 
instructions to be sent to him will embrace a// the points adverted 
to in my above mentioned note of August 26, 

As soon as possible after I shall be honored with your reply to 
this note, I shall send a messenger to my government; he shall 
wait, however, to be at the same time the bearer of your despatches 
to Mr. Onis. 

I renew to your excellemcy asssurances of very distinguished con- 
fideration. 

GEO. W. ERVING. 
Extract of a letter from Mr. Erving to the secretary of state, dated 
at Madrid, September 27, 1816 

“You will perceive, sir, by my last communications that there 
is now very little probability that I shall have oceasion to use the 
ample documents with which I have been fturnished.—Whatever 
complaints this government may have to make, these originating 
in Mr. Onis’s reports will of course be sent back to him to bring 
weight into his negociations. It is equally probable that he may 
be instructed to answer at Washington to whatever representations 
I may find it my duty to make here; for it isnow pertectly evident 
that a principal motive with Mr. Cevellus in removing the negocia- 
tion to Washington, has been to get rid altogether of the weight 
and troubie of it here, and of whatever belongs to, or may any how 
he, comprised init. I hope that this was his only motive. 

I see with satisfaction that your nofe of June 10, to Mr. Onis, 
dves not admit of any otber construction than that which I con- 
jecturally gave to it in my conversation with Mr. Cevallos. It is 
very evident too by Mr. Onis’ reply of July 3d, that he has not 
misunderstood you; after this, is it to be imagined that Mr. Cevallos 
has fallen into a misconception? Certainly not. I presume then. 
sir, that you will approve of my determination not to make any 
attempt to alter his plan; and that you will agree with me in opi- 
nion that the only chance of accoinmodation with ihis government 
is by negociation at Washington.” 

Extract ofa letter from Mr. Erving to the secretary of state, dated 
8th of Oct. 1816. 

“In my despatch, No. 18,1 mentioned that Mr. Cevallos, in 
conversation on the 21st of September, had promised to answer 
my note tohim of September 19th. He was afterwards, for several 
days, so wholly occupied with the marriage ceremonies that not 
the least attention to any other kind of business could be expected; 
but these terminated, on the 3d inst. I wrote to him unofiicially a 
note, of which the enclosed paper (No. 1.) is a copy; and on the 5th I 
again waited on him to press him for the answer which he had 
promised. On this occasion I observed to him that since, by his 
note of the 15th September, he had not assigned any sufficient 
motive for the determination of his majesty to transfer the negocia- 
tions to Washington, it had been incumbent on me to ascertain 
what they might be, and so submit them to my government. 

It was with this intent that I had sought the interview of Sep- 
tember 17th, and had stated the substance of our conversation in 
my note to him of the 19th, which with his reply would be suffi- 
cient for my purpose. That without explanation, the mere notifi- 
eation of his majesty’s determination, contained m his excellency’s 
Rote, would have a very extraordinary appearance to say the least; 
my government had sent me with powers and instructions to ne- 
gociate; I had opened the matters to be treated on, and waited 
several weeks for an answer, when I was told his. majesty had 
detesmined to empower Mr. Onis. Under such circunstan¢es must 
Mt not be concluded, either that the Spanish government by this 
measure sought to avoid or to delay an arrangement, or that it had 
some personal objection to myself? Hence the necessity of an ex- 


“planation. Mr. Cevallos answered that the motives to the measure 





were what he had before assigaed, and that 1 must net allow my- 
self to imagine that either the king or hisnself had the least objec- 
ton personal to me; on the contrary, it would give Mr. Cevaltos 
peculiar pleasure to settle the business with me, if it were possible 
for him to attend to it; finally, that since I considered it impartant 
be my note-should be answered, I should have the answer forth- 
with. 

Yesterday, the 7th, I received the note of the same date of whieh 
the enclosed paper, No. 2, is a copy. In this you observe sir, that 
Mr. Cevallos speaks of “ful! powers” to My. Onis, and the object in 
Sending them to be the more expeditious termination of existing 
questions. In conversation, Mr- Cevallos tokl me, that the instrae- 
tions to Mr. Onis, would comprise all the matters mentioned in my 
bote of August 26th; but he has not thought proper in this last 
communication, to reply specially to the question pat on that 
subject, in my note, of 19th ultimo; indeed it was impossiSle for 

un fo answer that note, and say tess thtgn he Ie lras cones he secnis 





to have written, merely to get rid of importunity, by tranquilizing 
what he supposes to be my personal apprehensions. ; 

My despatches, (Nos. 18, 19 and 20) will accompany this, as well 
as those of the Spanish government for Mr Onis, which are to 
be ready within a fewdays. Considering the pecuiiar nnportance 
of these communications, I have concluded to send them by Mrs 
Brent to the port of Bordeaux, from whence it seems to be more 

robable that a speedy conveyance for the United States wilt be 
ound, than either from Cadiz or Lisbon. Mr. Brent will proceed 
to the United States, if he should find a stiitable vessel bound home. 
On account of the lateness of the season, I have thoughe it right 
to leave this point to his own discretion, instructing him, however, 
to make the voyage, (in whatever vessel,) unless he shouki find at 
Bordeaux some American going tu the United States, under whose 
care he shall consider the despatches to be a8 perfectly secure as 
under his own. 

I bez leave, on this occasion, to express to you my particular’ 
satisfaction with the services of Mr. Brent, who unites in bis 
character all the qualities which make a man of busitiess, and a 
valuable public ofticer. 

Translation of a letter from Mr. Cevallos to Mis Erving, dated Tth 
October, 1816. 

SIR—In answer to your note of the 19th of the last month, E 
have to say to you, that the detrrmination of the king that a full 
power should be sent to don Luis de Onis, proceeds from the desire 
of sooner terminating the pending disputes, and that it is uncon 
nected with any personal considerations. 

I renew to you, &e. 
(Signed) PEDRO CEVALLOS. 

Erratum:—The following error isin the print:d documents, from 
which we copied. In page 25, in the 10th line of the last paragraph 
of Mr. Onis’ letter of February 21, the words “o/ject of the” should 
be inserted, so as to read “canitot accomplish the object of the oné 
or thé other.” 








Constitutional principles. 


President Madison’s rejection of the bill that 
lately passed both houses of congress to appropri- 
ate the bonus, &c. of the United States Bank to 
internal improvements, such as roads and canals— 
has been highly commended bv some, and us severe- 
ly reprehended by others. The details of this bill 
were objected to by many who deemed it to be con: 
stitutional—on the ground that a fund, capable of 
accomplishing splendid national objects,might theres 
by be squandered in pieces of fatch-work, “here a 
little and there a little,’ without perfecting any 
thing of importance. But it was not on this account 
that the president refused his sanction to it—he 
considered it unconstitutional in its principle, and 
here the matter rests. It is not probable that any 
bill of the sort will hereafter become a law of the 
United States, unless the powers of congress are 
enlarged by an amendment of the constitution. 

Without having examined the constitutionality of 
that bill—and, if we had, perhaps, without feeling 
ourselves competent to decide upon it—we sup- 
posed that it was in accordance with the principles 
of the national compact, from the frequent recom. 
mendations of such subjects to congress by the se- 
veral presidents of the United States, and from the 
able report of Mr. Gallatin, while secretary of the 
treasury, on roads andy canals; and we knew that 
the general government was making the Cumberland 
road. We, therefore, felt surprised at its rejection, 
and were induced to examine some of our presi 
dents’ messages to see how far they agreed with 
this act of Mr. Madison. The following extracts 
immediately bear. on the subject: 


Extract from Mr. Jefferson's message to congress, aé 
the opening of the session, December 2, 1806. * 

“Their patriotism [that of the people of the United 
States} would certainly prefer its [the duty on im- 
ports] continuance, and application to the great 
purposes of public education, roads, rivers and ca- 
nals, and such other objects of public improvement 
as it may be thought proper to udd to the constitutional 
enumeration of federal powers,” Ec. 


[Hfe then suggests an amendment to the constitu" 
tion fur tlre purposes just stated.? 
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Awtraets from Mr. Madison’s message of December 3, 
1816, on opening the session of congress. 

“The importance which I have attached to the 

establishment of a university within this district on 

a scale, and for objects worthy the American na- 





not be considered orthodox. 
may happen again. 

That congress has power to establish a nationa! 
university, Within the district of Columbia, is fairly 
presumed from their right to make all laws relatin; 


tion, induces me to renew my recommendation of| to it—it may, however, be questioned whether the 





it to the favorable consideration of congress” 
«And } particularly invite their attention to 
the expediency of exercising their existing powers, 
and where necessary of resorting to the prescribed mode 
af enlarging them, in order to effectuate a comprehen- 
sive system of roads and canals,” &c. 

(A similar opinion, of the want of constitutional 
power to make roads and canals, is expressed in 
his message of December 5, 1815.] 

From these extracts it certainly appears, that the 
rejection of the “bonus bill,’ by Mr. Madison, en- 
tirely agrees with the former opinions of that gen- 
tleman, and with those of his predecessor in office. 

As to the Cumbe:land Road—In the act of con- 





public money can be appropriated for it. Some may 
esteem it impudent in me to express an opinion jn 
opposition to the often-repeated and very earnest 
recommendations of Washington, Adams, Jefferson, 
and @Jadison, in favor of anational university: But 
although I may respect the opinions of these to a 
degree bordering upon veneration, I feel that I have 
a right and a duty, not only to think for myself, but 
also to express iny thoughts freely, upon any subject 
that I please; and have no hesitation in declaring an 
opposition to such an establishment, at the seat of 
the national government; a government constituted, 
at present, very much to my wishes, but which, | 
seriously desire, may never have any other influ. 


gress, passed April 30, 1802, establishing the state| ence over the people than properly attaches to it by 


of Ohio, it is provided that a certain part of the 
proceeds of the sales of land in that state shall be 
applied to the making of public roads, leading trom 
the navigable waters emptying into the Atlantic io 
the Ohio, to the said state, and through the same; 


such roads to be laid out under the authority of} 


Its virtue. In time of war, or seasons of danger, 
when threatened by enemies without, or traitors 
within, I hold it right to bolster the administration 
of a free couniry to the utmost of our power, and in 
every way possible to support it, the same not being 
inconsistent with moral rectitude: but in a settled 





congress, with the consent of the several states) state of things—in a condition of society calculated 
through which they shall pass, &c. The “Cumber-|to be permanent, I esteem it not less correct to 
; t 7] > : . ‘ a4 « 22 ’ “ » md . . . 

and Road” is, therefore, a matter of special agree-| watch the governing authority, and to retain in the 
ment between the general government and the peo- | hands of the peopie every method of reforming its 


ple of the state of Ohio. 


(errors, if any should unhappily creep in. 


In the 


‘There is something very melancholy im the idea/emphatic language of Mr. Jefferson, “we have not 
that no great natonal work of internal improvement/found angels in the form of men to govern us,” 
can be effected by the broad patronage of the go- | and,until this comes to pass, I trust that ailthe great 
vernment of the United States; which, superior to| powers of government, or, at least, the power of 
local views and commanding such ample means,|changing the governors, will remain undiminished to 
might accomplish things to mark the age and claim: the citizens of this republic. I am unwilling that 
the admiration and gratitude of posterity. But such| government should have any thing to do with the 


is the fact—at least in the opinion of the two last! 
presidents, whose talents as statesmen must be re-| 
spected—that the constitution must be amended | 
before any work of the kind can be done. We do 
not despair, however, of seeing the constitution so 
amended as to meet these views of it; and the 
“bonus bill,” though rejected, may be the happy! 
cause of it. Many were under the impression that| 
Mr. Madison, in the rejection of thrat bill, had acted 
inconsistent with his former recommendations of 
sich subjects; this is easily accounted for—they 
recollected the great points of the fact, but forgot 
the condition on which those points rested. 

A like diversity of opinion has existed, and yet 
exists, as to the power of congress to establish a 
national bunk. No such power is expressly delegat-| 
ed, and the powers not delegated are reserved to the, 
states respectively, or to the people. But congress 
have power “to provide for the general welfare,” 
which, we humbly believe, would be much better 
promoted by roads and canals than it will be by the 
establishment of that bank. “Time proves all 
things:”—if such an engine as that is had been in 
the hands of those who endeavored to bankrupt the 
United States in the late war, and who, with their 
comparatively small means, really did so much to 
depress the public credit~—what would have been 
the consequence? Might they not have stopped— 
and would they not have stopped, if they could— 
“the wheels of the government?” On the other 
hand, ifthe government had retained more power} 
in the direction of the affairs of this institution, it 
night be used to persecute and ruin the state banks, 
act individuals, whose political sentiments should 








education of the youth; for on this, more than any 
thing else, depends the liberties of the country. 
It is better to leave it to the people at large, or to 
tne states, if the latter please to take it up—and 
then, by rival institutions, the public will be better 
served; and each institution, emulous of reputation 
and depending for existence on the number of its 
students, will be zealous to conduct its affairs as— 
they ought to be conducted; and if any are silly 
enough to indulge in poftical dogmas that the peo- 
ple are opposed to, they will fall to the ground. 
But there are many and very powerful arguments 
in favor of a national establishment. Among them, 
it may be said, that it would command the best ta- 
lents of the country, and might produce an unifor- 
mity of sentiment and of action by the uniformity 
of the instruction received and the early friendships 
formed thereat. But would even these be really 
advantageous? Would it be expedient to collect the 
rays of light to a point, and leave all out of its 
focus in darkness and solitude, seeing that few, and 
only the sons of the very wealthy, could be benefit- 
ted by it? Shall we enlighten one at the expence of 
a thousand; and imitate, in this respect, the policy 
of Great Britsin—who, to pamper a man beyond 
human wants, packs off five or ten thousand others, 
as good as he is, to the poor-house, to make room fo" 
him? It may reasonably be calculated that thc 
grants and annuities to the duke of Wellington, ove! 
and beyond the pay received as field marshal, &c. 
have added, at least, 10,000 souls to the stock 0 
paupers, and the money given to him is of many 
times the amount of all the subscriptions for the 
rcief of the poor, about which there has been suck 
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joud trumpetings.* And how great would be the | very nature of thing's are inclined to believe it, that 
evil of an uniformity of sentiment, if that sentiment, the private colleges of England are far more pro- 
among the rich and, the learned, should happen to ductive of learned men, and eminently more so of 
be erroneous— for neither the professors of univer useful citizens, than the national universities of 
sities, nor those educated by them, are more likely | Oxford and Cambridge, where the professors, rol- 
to be “angels” than other persons; indeed, from) ling in fat and independent of the people, are indo- 
“feeling power,” they are more apt to forget that lent and careless. It is the great business in mo- 
thev ere men. The best fastening of these states 1s narchies first to grasp the mind of youth, at schoo}, 
a community of interests, in all their parts, for pri- through the fear of corporal punishment, and then 
vate friendship might grant whet pudb&ic good would enchain it by a pensioned priesthood, holding up 
refuse. The doors of this university would be vir- evernal torments for those who doubt the divine 
tually closed to all but the sons of the great, re dy tights of kings ; who are as much indebted to these 
enough to play the part of aristocrats without being | Manetvres for their crowns as ‘o the bayonets at 
led to it by early pre-eminence. Nor would all, even their command, and perhaps more so. I do not 
of such, have a chance of being educated there— | Want political schools, political priests or servile 
there must be some limit :o the number of students, | bayonets to be called in to support the governmert 
and a preference may casily be supposed, if the ap- of the United States—yet I should like to see a set 
plicants should exceed the number allowed to be of school-boaks compiled, which, without reference 
received. Take a case that now exists—we have|to our parties, should excite a love for the consti- 
never heard it most remotely insinuated that politics | tutional principles of the republic, to supercede the 
have had any thing to do with the nomination of| kingly stuff that was handed to us while colonists 
cadets, to be educated at the public expence at the sand subjects of England, vet used in so many of our 
military academy at West Point; but many have com-| Seminaries of learning. It will be recollected that 
plained that whilst some are able to get births in it) the famous Illuminati proposed, as the only sure 
for two of their sons, that others plead for a single| Means of effecting their purposes, to obtain situa- 
child in vain. The number is fixed—all that are|/UONs as instructors of youth—they were charged 
applied for cannot be accepted, and personal favor} with a design of overturning the old monarchies, 
and personal feelings must be supposed to give , and their power, at one time, was reported to be 
preference. This is natural—it is the result of the | Very formidable:—there was no objection to their 
common law that governs the actions of men, and | Project because of its laudable end; but the fact 
can hardly be avoided. It is understood that there) shews us that it is safest to deposit the power of 
are many applicants, from all parts of the union, for employing. tutors in the hands of the people at 
situations in this academy, where the whole num- \large—making them chiefly dependent on_ their 
ber of students is about 250—yet of these nearly }/OW good conduct for success and profit im it. 
one-tenth are from the District of Columbia! _ These are the outlines of my objections to a na- 
Thus, and to a much more ruinous extent it|@0"al wniversity—but the subject is of a nature to 
might be if we had a national university; which command talents infinitely superior to any that I 
would also, in my opinion, have a destructive ten- have to bestow upon it. a 
dency on the present equality that exists among On the whole, then, I conclude—that if it is con- 
the people, by rearing up certain persons, as it | Stitutional to establish a national bank and found a 
were, to be governors of the rest; and just fears | National university, and unconstitutional to make 
might also be entertained of its becoming a chief roals and dig canals, that it would be much better 
seat of immorality and political corruption. Seats {for the people to recal the power delegated for the 
of government, from that of the meanest county to first and second and grant it for the third, than 
that of the most powerful nation, ure not the places | t° let the matter rest as itnow is, The latter would 
best calculated to inspire the youth with virtuous |4Ssist honest industry in its struggle to arrive at 




















sentiments—they are culculated rather to make 
cunning men than honest men, and early impres- 
sions are the most lasting. This establishment 
would probably send forth some few of splendid 
talents, at the cost of the many: I prefer the in- 
terest Gf the many to that of the few. Franklins and 
Rittenhouses will work their way to eminence with- 


out it, as Brown and Jackson “hewed a path to) 


fame’? without having studied at the military aca- 
demy; which, however, is an institution that ought 
to be zealously supported as a seeding place for 
accomplished soldiers. Let us profit by experience 
—we have heard it frequently stated, and from the 





*The duke of Wellington is said to be worth a 
million of pounds sterling, and, perhaps, much 
more. Say a million. The interest of this, at 6 per 
cent. per annum is 60,000£., which is paid by Brie 
tish labor. [See last number of the Register.] If 
the fumily of a poor man consists of five persons, it 
would give 30£. or 133 dollars a year for the support 
of 2,000 families, or 10,00U persons. Herein we easily 
see, wien we consider how the people of England are 
overburthened, that the building up of the fortune 


ofthis man must have made, at least, 10,000 tenants | 


for the poor houses. 
Dreak a horse’s back. 
eC f A ? 9 


The weight of a feather may 
These grants are independent 
pay and emoluments of office. 


|independence—the others seem particularly design- 
\ed to make the rich richer and the poor poorer; the 
‘immediate advantages of them being secured to the 
| wealthy. Riches are apt enough to grow into luxu- 
‘ry, and luxury into despotism, without such aids. 

__ Itis the alpha and the omega of my politics, in the 
‘language of the late venerable Dickinson, “THAT 
AN ARMED PEOPLE AND AN UNARMED 
MAGISTRACY, IS THE BEST SECURITY FOR 
FREEDOM.” Let every species of power and in- 
fluence remain where it rightfully belongs, 








Shipping and commerce. 

In the last volume, page 353, we presented an 
interesting view of the commerce, &c. of several 
ports, to which the following is an interesting ap- 
pendage: 





PORT OF SAVANNAH. 
A list of vessels which have entered, and cleared from 
the port of Savannah, from the ist of October 1816, 
to the 28thof February, 1817: 





ARRIVED. CLEARED. 
Ships(foreign voy.)19 Ships (foreign) 16 
Brigs do. 52 Brigs do. 47 
'Schooners do. 28 ‘Schooners do. 29 
Sloops do 6 Slocps do. 6 
-~105 . —~ 91 























= bs = - Se. 


— a ae eS Pee 7S --3. PS ser tc see 
Ree Ra Tk, I? ein a 5 on — a 


a = 


2: 


= — 
Ne hrenat eee ne ee ee 
— ee 
— ¢ 4 % 
oer 
ore 
i _ 


ag re 


<=> = 





3% 

~ 4 * 
as 
en ere 


Ss 
2 


FEE 
= % $A 


= = sa 


4% 


S20 = 
= -_~ 
oe 


> - - an ~ ew 
PO eee pry 
~ 







J 
_—. 
= 








”0 NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—SATURDAY, MARCH 29, 1817. 








Ships (coastwise) 51 Ships (coastwise) 14 





Brigs do. 86 Brigs do. 48 
Schooners do. 44 Schooners do. 38 
Sloops do. 66 Sloops~ dae. 50 
—247 —150 
352 cleared 241 
arrived 352 
Total, exclusive SPR asters, which sre not 
obliged to clear from the custom-house 593 


NEW ORLEANS. 
For the year ending December 51, 1816. , 

Entered from Alexandria 1; Baltimore 20; Bath 
1; Boston 26; Charleston 7; Kennebunk 3; New- 
Bedford 1; Newburyport 7; New London 1; New- 
Orleans, new built, 8; New-York 67; Perth Amboy 
1; Philadelphia 33; Portland 2; Portsmouth 8; 
Providence, R. I. 3; Salem 4; Savannah 2; Bristol 
1; Gibraltar 1; Glasgow 1; Greendck 2; Isle of May 
1; Liverpool] 26; London 4; Jamaica 11; N. Provi- 
dence 10; Surinam 1; Trinidad 1; Bordeaux 17; 
Havre de Grace 8; Mzrseilles 6; Nantz 5; Marti- 
nique 4; St. Domingo 8; Apalachicola 1; Barracoa 
1; Barcelona 1; Bilboa 1; Cadiz 2; Campeachy 13; 
Havana 26; Laguira4; Malaga 1; Pensacola 4; Poy- 
to Rico 2; St. Jago de Cuba 10; Santa Martha 1, 
Spunish Independent America 5; Tabaseo 1; Tam- 
pica 5; Vera Cruz 2; Amsterdam 1; Middleborough, 
Ostend 1; Lisbon 1; Madeira 1; Hamburg 3; Bre- 
amen 2. 

Total of vessels entered 387, of which 139 ships; 
162 brigs; 69 schooners; 17 sloops; giving a total 
tonnage of 79485. 

Cleared to Alexandria 1; Baltimore 14; Boston 
14; Charleston 6; Mobile 1; New-York 43; Nor- 
foik 1; Philadephia 16; Salem 1; Sayannah 1; Bar- 
badoes 1; Cowes 1; Palmouth 5; Gibraltar 11; 
Greenoek 3; Guernsey 1; Liverpool 31; London 1; 
Portsmouth 1; Honduras 1; Jamaica 2; New Provi- 
dence 8; Bordeaux 18; Havre de Grace 9; Mar- 
seilles 3; Nantz 5; Martinique 1; St. Domingo 7; 
B.rracoa 1; Cadiz 6; Campeachy 14; Havanna 30; 
Laguira 3; Porto Rico 6; St. Jago de Cuba 8; Tam- 
pica 1; Vera Cruz 15; Amsterdam 1; Antwerp 1; 
Flushing 1; Lisbon 4; Stackholm 1; Bremen 4; 
Hamburgh 4; Bergen 1. 

Total of vessels cleared, 312, of which 117 ships; 


122 brigs; 56 schaoners, 57 sloops; giving a tatal | 


tonnage 59033 
937 vessels of all denominations departed within 


boxes; tallow 160 cwt. tobacco 7282 hhds. do. ma: 
nufactured 711 bbls. do. carrots 8200; whiskey 
320,000 gallons; bear skins 2000. Besides a quan- 
tity of horned cattle, castings, grind stones, indi. 
8° muskets, merchandize, pacan nuts, peas, beans, 

C. 

The schedule of the above produce is indepen 
dent of what is called Lower Louisiana, soneiottie 
of cotton, corn, indigo, molasses, masts and spars, 
planks, gunpowder, rice, sugar, shingles, soap, taf- 
fia, tallow, timber, bees wax, &c. which are ge- 
nerally brought to market in planters crafts, or tak- 
en from off the plantation by foreign bound vessels. 

CANADIAN EXPORTS AND IMPORTS. 
Exports for the year 1816, from Quebec. 

Lumber, furs, ashes (70,609 cwt.) with small 
quantities of grain, flour and provisions, in all hav- 
ing an official value of £480,000 or §1,920,000.— 
This amount is said to be 140,000/. greater than it 
was last year, principally owing to the export of 
ashes, about one half of which is from the United 
States. The export of furs has been very much di- 
minished, owing to the war between the north west 
and Hudson bay companies. 

Imports, for 1816, at Quebec. 

Dry goods, official value, £1,556,296. Wines 
300,000 galls. rum 1,092,500; brandy 31,600; gin 
30,100; whiskey 107,745; molasses 135,241. Sugar, 
refined 438,673 lbs. Muscovado, 1,809,422; coffee, 
335,441; tobacco, 46,562; tea 218,969 Salt 219,826 
minots, &c. &c. making a total official value of 
£2,174,796, equal to $8,699,184—leaving an appar- 
ent balance against the colony of about $6,500,000. 

WESTERN COMMERCE: 
| Cincinnati, March 7—Came to anchor off this 
place on Monday morning last, the fine brig Cin- 
‘cinnatus, 170 tons burthen, from the ship yard at 
Columbia, where she was built. 

This beautiful vessel, in the elegance oc her mo- 
del and workmanship, probably surpasses any vessel! 
heretofore built on the Ohio; she is pronounced by 
seafaring men (of whom by the by we are not des- 
titute, although our port is situated some sixteen 
hundred miles from the sea) a handsome specimen 
of the art of ship building. She is now receiving 
her cargo and will sail in all next week, wind and 
tide permitting, for Boston. 

The moderate weather of the last ten or fifteen 
days has wrought avery great change in the ap- 
pearance of our wharves. Previous to that time, 








the expired year from the Bayou St. John, a port) every species of craft was locked up by the ice, ex- 


of deiivery in the district of Mississippi; the ton- 


| posed to imminent danger, or had sought shelter 


nage of these vessels is calculated at 16,000; they! in some friendly inlet or mouth of a creek. Since 
are chiefly employed in carrying the produce of that| the opening of the river, our shores afford a most 
part of the Ploridas belonging to the United States, | interesting appearance—crowded with almost eve- 
consisting in barks, coals, cotton, corn, furs, hides; | ry species of vessels, from the brig down to the or- 
pitch, planks, rosin, skins, tar, timber, turpentine, !dinary flat boat; all bustle and activity, loading 


sand, sheils, lime, &c. 
594 flat bottomed boats and 300 barges have ar- 


rived within the expired year from the western! 


‘and preparing to improve the opportunity of de- 
| scending the river on a good tide. 
The following vessels have sailed within the last 


states and territories, with the following articles of week for New Orleans, with cargoes principally of 
produce viz:—Apples 4253 bbls ; bacon and hams' pork and flour, besides a number of flat boats. 


13000 cwt. bagging 2579 pieces; beef 2459 bbls, 
beer 439 do. butter 509 do. candles 358 boxes; 
cheese 30 cwt. cider 646 bbls.-cordage 400 cwt. 


cordage bailing 4798 coils; corn 13775 bushels; 


_ The barge Expedition, of 80 tons, on Saturday, 
‘William Adams, master—owners Jeremiah Reeder 
_and Adam Moore. 

| The barge Adventurer, 60 tons, on Tuesday—600 


corn mal 1075 bbls. cotton 37371 bales; flaxseed | barrels flour, owners James W. Byrne and co. 


oil 85 bbls. flour 97419 do; ginseng 957 do; hay 


356 bundles; hemp yarns 1095 reels; hides 5000; 
hog's 500; horses 375; lead 5500 cwt. white lead 
188 bbis. lineus, coarse 2500 pieces; lard 2458 bbls. 


oats 4065 bushels; paper 750 reams; peltries 2450 | 


packs; pork 9725 bbls; potatoes 3750 bushels; pow- 
ger,.gun 294 bbls. salt petre 175 cwt. soap 1538 


| The barge Cincinnati, 120 tons, on Thursday, Jo- 
;nathan Horton, master—1300 barrels pork ard flour, 
‘owners J. and W. Teatman. 
| Other similar vessels are preparing and will sail 


in a short time. 


The steam boat tna left Natchez on the 7th ult, 
i with a heavy cargo from New-Orleans, bound t¢ 
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Louisville. The Franklin passed Natchez about the 
same time for New Orleans. 
COTTON AND ASHES. 

Commercial letters from Liverpool (says the 
Boston Daily Advertiser) to Jan. 7th, contain a 
variety of statements of imports there, and at other 
ports of the kingdom during the year 1816, com- 
pared with those of the preceeding years: The fol- 
lowing are some of the results exhibited by these 
statements, : 

Imports of cotton for the last six years. 


American N. Orleans Liverpool G. Britain 
1811 72,653 24,749 171,428 324,724 
1812 62,701 16,827 171,774 260,168 
1813 14,174 2,988 141,666 250,430 
1814 39,624 181,773 288,024 
1815 129,410 31,343 271,087 373,500 
1816 §=125,387 17,435 276,525 373,656 


The two first columns give the number of bags 
of the several kinds specified, imported at Liver- 
pool. The third column gives the total imported 
at Liverpool, and the fourth imported in the king- 
dom. The imports from India, at Liverpool in 1815, 
1484 bags—in 1816, 12,414 bags. 

The imports of ashes at Liverpool, during the 
last three years have been as follows. 

1814 1815 1816 

Bbls. 4,400 18,000 27,000 
of which, in 1816, 20,670 barrels were from the 
United States, 9900 from Montreal, and 470 from 
the Baltic. The quantity on hand on the Ist of 
January, was 9000 barrels. The stock of cotton re- 
maining 50,000 bags. The weekly consumption 
about 5500 bags. 

BALTI€ TRADE. 

Elsineur, Jan. 4.—Last year there passed the 
Sound, 8871 ships, among which were, from the 
north sea, 1097 Swedish, 408 Danish, 396 Norwe. 
gian, 208 Russian, 525 Prussian, 942 English, 835 
American, 8 French, &c. and from the Baltic, 906 En- 
glish, 85 American, 8 French, 4 Spanish, 23 Portu- 
guese, &e. 


AMSTERDAM. 
In 1816, no less than 2563 vessels-of various ton- 
nage, arrived at the port of Amsterdam. 








Law of the United States. 


An act to provide for the redemption of the public 
debt. 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representa- 
tives of the United States of America, in congress as 
sembled, That so much of any act or acts of con- 
gress as makes appropriations for the purchase or 
reimbursement of the principal, or for the payment 
of the interest of the funded debt of the United 
States be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That from the 
proceeds of the duties on merchandise imported 
and on the tonnage of vessels, and from the pro- 
ceeds of the internal duties, and of the sales of west- 
ern lands, now belonging, or which may hereafter 
belong to the United States, the annual sum of ten 
millions of dollars be, and the same is yearly appro- 
priated to the sinking fund; and the said sum is here- 
by declared to be vested in the commissioners of 
the sinking fund in the same manner as the moneys 
heretofore appropiated to the said fund, to be ap- 
plied by the said commissioners to the payment 
of the interest and charges, and to the reimburse- 
ment or purchase of the principal of the public 
debt: and it shall be the duty of the secretary of 
the treasury annually to cause to be paid vo the 


ten millions of dollars in such payments, and at such 
times in each year as the sityation of the treasury 
will bestadmit. Provided, That all such payments 
as may necessary to enable the said commis- 
sioners to discharge or reimburse any demands 
against the United States, on account of the prin- 
cipal or interest of the debt which shall be actually 
due in conformity to the engagements of the said 
United States, shall (may) be made at such times in 
each year as shall enable said commissioners faith- 
fully and punctually to comply with such engage- 
ment. Provided also, That any money which may 
have been paid before the passage of this act, to the 
commissioners of the sinking fund for the year ong 
thousand eight hundred and seventeen, as a part 
ofthe annual appropriation heretofore made by law 
to that fund, shall be held to be a payment for the 
year one thousand eight hundred and seventeen, on 
account of the appropriation of ten millions, herinbe- 
fore directed. 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That in addi- 
tion to the sum of ten millions of do!lars, herein- 
before annually appropriated to the sinking fund, 
there shall be appropriated for the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and seventeen, to the sinking 
fund, the further sum of nine millions of dollars, to 
be paid out of any moneys in the treasury, not other- 
wise appropiated, at suth time within the year, as 
the secretary of the treasury shall deem most con- 
ducive to the public interest; to be applied by the 
commisssioners of the sinking fund, to the purchase 
or redemption of the public debt, and it shall be 
lawful for the secretary of the treasury, at any time 
during the year one thousand eight hundred and 
seventeen, if he shall deem it expedient to do so, to 
cause to be paid to the commissioners of the sink- 
ing fund a further sum not exceeding four millions 
of dollars; which shall be considered as an advance 
to that amount, on the appropriation of ten millions 
payable in the next year, and the said amount shall 
also be applied by the said commissioners, to the 
purchase, or redemption of the public debt, and the 
commissioners aforesaid are authorised and direct- 
ed to apply the sums by this aet appropriated to the 
purchase and redemption of the public debt, hel- 
den by the bank of the United States, ifnot other- 
wise to be obtained on the terms stated in this act. 
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That after the 
year one thousand eight hundred and _ seventeen, 
whenever there shall be, at any time after an ad- 
journment of congress, in any year, a surplus of mo- 
ney in the treasury, above the sums appropriated 
for the service of such year, the payment of which 
to the commissioners of the sinking fund will yet 
leave in the treasury at the end of the year, a ba- 
lance equal to two millions of dollars, then such 
surplus shall be, and the same is hereby appropra- 
ted to the sinking fund, to be paid at such times 
as the situation of the treasury will best permit; and 
shall be applied by the commissioners thereof, to 
the purchase, or redemption of the public debt. 
Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That whenever, 
in any year, there shall be a surplus in the sinking 
fund, beyond the amount of interest and principal, 
which may be actually due and payable by the Uni- 
ted States, in such year, in conformity with their 
engagements, the commissioners of the sinking fund 
shall be and they are hereby, authorised with the 
approbation of the president of the United States, 
to purchase the debt ofthe United States, at its 
market price, if such price shall not exceed the 
following rates, viz. for stock of the United States, 





commissioners of the sinking fund, the said sum of 


bearing an interest of three per centum per annum, 
there shall not be paid more than sixty five dollars 
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for every hundred dollars of the principal thereof; 
for stock bearing an annual interest of six per cen- 


monstrated against the destruction of said house ang 
was answered that it was a military depot. Abra. 


tum per annum, there shall note paid more than | ham Garret another witness examined, swears that 
the par or true value ‘hereof; and for stock bearing ; he accompanied the flag, and on remonstrating 


an annual interest of seven per centum, there shall 


not be paid ‘an advance above the par value thereof, | 


against the conduct of the British in) burning the 
town, he was told by the admiral that many of the 


lS »} e ope 
Which shall exceed for every hundred dollars of| howses burnt were occupied for military purposes, that 


stock, the computed value ofan annuity of one dol- 
Jar for a number of years, equally to that during 
which the stock so purchased will not be reimbur- 


in such computation, the interest of money at six 
per centum per annum, 

Sec. 6. Aud be it further enacted, that all certifi- 
cates of public debt which by payment or purchase 
have become, or hereafier shail become the proper- 
ty of the United States shall be cancelled or de- 
Stroyed, at such time and under such regulations and 
securities as the commissioners of the sinking fund, 
with the approbation of the president, shall estab 





lish and determine. And no interest shall be consi- 
dered as accruing and no further payment shall be 
made on account of such debt, the certificates of 
which have been so cancelled and destroyed. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That nothing in 
this act contained shall be construed to prevent the 
Ccouyress of the United States, if war shall occur 
With a y foreig» power, from applying, to any object 
of put c service, any surplus of the amount herein 
approp:iated to the sinking find, which may be left 
In any year after paying the interest and principal 
which may be aciualiy due and payable by the Uni- 
ted S ates in conformity with their engagements. 





Nor shall any thing in this act be construed to re- 


peal, alter, or . ffect, any of the provisions of any for- | 
mer act, pledging the faith of the United States, to: 
th» payment of the interest or principal of the pub- | 
lic debt, but al] such payments shall continue to be! 


made at the time heretofore prescribed by law, ex- 

e.: ne only as before provided, that no payments 

shall be made on certific:tces which have become the 
property of the Uniied Sraies. 
H. CLAY 

Speaker of ihe house of representatives. 


JOHN GAILLARD, 
President of ihe senate, pro tempore. | 


March 5, 1817.—Approved 
JAMES MADISON. 


=~ 


Claims for property destroyed, Xc. 


IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES—FER. 27, 1817 
The committec of claims to whom has been referred 

the petition of William B- Stokes, 

REPORT—tThat the petitioner was owner of a 
house in the town of Hovre de Grace, in the state of 
Maryland, when the B-itish detachment arrived at 
that place in May, 1813, at which time it was de- 
stroyed by them. Ps 

Tie petitioner represents his said house as of the 
value of $7,500. The evidence laid before the com- 
mittee, ippears to have beeen taken under commis- 
sions issued by Riciard Bland Lee. It is set forth in 
the deposition of John C. ridgely, a heutenant of 
dragoons, at said time in the service of the United 
States, that on the Saturday before the British arriv- 











it was his determination to burn every house occy- 
pied for military purposes, &c. 

The deposition of Ridgely and Garret, are thase 
only that go to touch the cause of the burning, 
and all they state amounts to no more than this was 
the vague excuse of a vindictive freebooter for a dis. 
graceful outrage on the usages of civilized warfare. 
The detachment of cavalry, it appears, were evi. 
dently sojourned in a public house ove the Sabbath 
only,that they were there as persons passing casually, 
not in a military station, nor exercising any control 
over the house. The attempt to establish a milita- 
ry occupancy from the presence of militia, is stild 
more objectionable, as they were, it is believed, only 
the local militia present, and many of them resi- 
dents. That a British admiral committing acts of the 
most flagitious Cesolation should, when earnestly 
expostulated with against it, offer some pretence of 
justification at the expence of candor and truth, was 
to be expected—it was pefectly in character. But 
the committee think it would be erroneous to admit 
stich authority, to establish the fact of public occu- 
pancy. Mr. Garret says, that many of the houses 
were alleged by the enemy to be occupied for mili- 
tary purposes. This would seem to convey the idea, 
that Mrs. Sears’ house was the strongest case, and 
that others are considered as eligible to allowance 
even on slighter pretences. Some, however, it is 
admitted, have been burnt wantonly. 

The whole transaction, the committee have no 
doubt, was of the mast lawless character, and they 
cannot admit for a moment that this flagitiously 
incendiary act, should be at all palliated by the 
admission of such evidence, to sanction it as an act 
of excusable warfare. 

The committee believe this to be the first claim 
of a similar nature, presented for the decision of 
congress; and they apprehend that the extent in 
which like claims may be made, gives to the deci- 
sion that may now be had an importance that does 
not belong to the value claimed. While they re- 
gret an enemy styling themselves Christians, could 
commit acts of such aggravated turpitude, and 
that their fellow citziens have been made the vic- 
tims of such heinous depravity, they cannot feel 
the obligation on the government to make indemni- 
ty, nor discover any practical princip!= of justice 
that would allow it. They submit respectfully the 
following, to wit; 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner ought 
not to be granted. 








oT <= 
Memorial of the Peace Society. 


To the honorable the senate and house of representa’ 
tives of the United States, in congress assembled, 
The memorial of the members of the Peace So- 

ciety of Massachusetts, respectfully represents:— 
That the society which now soliéits the attention 








ed at Havre de Grace, he reached there with a de-! of our national rulers, was instituted for the sin- 
tachment of dragoons in pursuit of deserters, and | gle purpose of diffusing pacific and benevolent sen- 
asked for quarters. Mis. Sears who keeps the house | timents through this country, and through the 


of Mr. Stokes as a tavern, objected, but he insisted , 
and did quarter there from Saturday until Mon-; 


world. Impressed with a deep and sorrowful con- 
viction that the spirit of christisnity, which is a spirit 


day, when the british landed, and at that time; of mercy, peace and kind affection, is imperfect!) 
understood; afilicted by the accumulating miseri¢ 
and extensive desolations which war has lately 


had two deserters under guard in the said house. 
Subsequently he bore a fag to the enemy and re- 
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spread over the fairest, most fruitful, and most en- 
lightened regions of the earth; and at the same time 
encouraged by many decisive proofs of the revival 
of purer, and more benevolent principles among 
christian nations, your memorialists have formed 
this association, with the solemn and deliberate pur- 
pose of co-operating with the philanthrop#ts of eve- 
ry country, in promoting the cause of peace and 
charity; in stripping war of its false glory, and in 
uniting different communities in tHe bonds of amity 
and mutual good will. We are sensible that from | 
the nature of our object, it is chiefly to be accom- 
plished by a silent and gradual influence on the 
minds of men and accordingly we have limited our 
operations to the circulation of useful treatises, in 
which, the pacific spirit of our religion has been 
exhibited with clearness, and we hope with success. 
We believe, however, the present moment demands 
a departure from our usual course, and we cherish 
the hope, that by an application to the government 
under which we live, important service may be ren- 
dered to the cause of humanity, in which we are 
engaged. 

The present memoria: is founded on two occur- 
rences, which we hail as auspicious to the pacifica- 
tion of the world. The first occurrence to which we 
refer, is the well known and unprecedented union 
of several of the most illustrious powers of Europe, 
in declaring before “the universe their unwavering 
determination to adopt, for the only rule of their 
conduct, both in the administration of their respec- 
tive states, and in their political relations with 
every other government, the precepts of christia- 
nity, the precepts of justice, of charity, and of 
peace.” 

The second occurrence to which we refer, is the 
decided expression of pacific sentiments and anti- 
cipations in the conclusion of the late message of 
the president of the United States, in which his 
parting wishes for his country are expressed with 
tenderness and power. In this remarkable passage, 
worthy the chief magistrate of a christian commu- 














nity, he expresses his conviction that “the destined 
. . . . e } 
career of his country will exhibit a government, | 


which, whilst it refines its domestic code from every| 


ingredient not congenial with the precepts of an) 
enlightened age, and the sentiments of a virtuous 
people, seeks, by appeals to reason, and by its libe- 


ral examples, to infuse into the law which governs| 


of public opinion, that invisible sovereign, to whese 
power the most absolute prince is often compelled . 
to bow, and to which the measures of a free go- 
vérnment are entirely subjected. When we consider 
the support which is now derived to war, from the 
perversion of public sentiment, we are desirous 
that our government should unite with the govern- 
ments of Europe in a distinct and religious acknow- 
ledgement of those principles of peace and charity, 
on which the prosperity of the states, and the hap- 
piness of families and individuals are alike sus- 
pended. 

Secondly—We respectfully solicit that congress 
will institute a deliberate enquiry, for the purpose 
of ascertaining the methods by which this govern- 
ment may exert on human affairs, that happy influ- 
ence which is anticipated by the president of the 
United States; the methods by which it “may infuse 
into the law which governs the civilized world,” a 
pacific spirit “may diminish the frequency, or cir- 
cumscribe the calamities of war,” and may express 
“the most noble of all ambitions, that of promoting 
peace on earth, and good will to man.”? We are 
persuaded that a government, sincerely disposed to 
Sustain the august and sublime eharacter which is 
here described, of the pacificator of the world, will 
not want means of promoting its end. We trust, 
that under the persevering and well directed efforts 
of such a government, milder principles would be 
introduced into the conduct of national hostilities; 
that the reference of national-controversies to an 
impartial umpire, would gradually be established 
as the law of the christian world; and that national 
compacts would be formed for the express purpose 
of reducing the enormows and ruinous extent of 
military establishments, and of abolishing that out- 
ward splendor which has so long been thrown 
around war, and which has contributed so largely 
to corrupt the moral sentiments of mankind. 

When we represent to ourselves a christian go- 
vernment sustaining this beneficent relation to the 
world; mediating between contending states; recom- 
mending peaceful methods of deciding the jarring 
claims of nations; laboring to strip war of its per- 
nicious glare, and to diminish the numbers of those 
who are interested in its support; diffusing new and 
generous sentiments in regard to the mutual duties 
and obligations of different communities; and incul- 
cating, by its own example, a frank and benevolent 


the civilized world, a spirit which may diminish) policy, and a sincere regard to the interests of the 


the frequency, or circumscribe the calamities of 
war, and meliorate the social and beneficent rela- 
tions of peace; a government, in a word, whose 
conduct, within and without, may bespeak the 
most noble of all ambitions, that of promoting peace 
on earth, and good will to man.” 

On the recurrences now stated, your memorial- 
ists respectfully beg leave to found the following 
suggestions and solicitations : 

First—We respectfully solicit, if it be consistent 
with the principles of the constitution, that the so- 
lemn profession of pacific principles, lately made 
by several distinguished sovereigns of Europe, may 
be met by corresponding professions on the part of 
our own government. Whilst we are sensible that a 
melancholy discordance has often existed between 
the language and the conduct of rulers, we still be- 
lieve that the solemn assertion of great and important 
principles, by men of distinguished rank and influ- 
ence, has a beneficial operation on society, by giving 
to these principles an increased authority over the 
consciences of those, by whom they are professed; 
by reviving and diffusing a reverence for them in 
the community, and‘by thus exalting the standard 


world; when we represent to ourselves such a go- 
vernment, we want language to express our concep- 
tions of the happy and magnificent results of its 
operations. It would form a new and illustrious era 
in human affairs, whilst, by the blessings which it 
would spread, and by the honor and confidence 
which it would enjoy, it would obtain a moral em- 
pire, more enviable than the widest dominion ever 
founded on violence and crime. 

Loving our country with tenderness and zeal; ac- 
customed to regard her as destined to an exalted 
rank, and to great purposes; and desirous to behold, 
in her institutions and policy, increasing claims to 
our reverence and affection, we are solicitous that 
she should enter first on the career of glory which 
1as now been described, and that all her connection 
with foreign states should be employed to diffuse 
the spirit of philanthropy, and to diminish the occa- 
sions and miseries of war, Of such a country, we 
shall exult to be the children, and we pledge to it 
an attachment, veneration and support, which can 
only be accorded to a virtuous community. 





It is our happiness that we live in an age when 


many noble schemes of benevolence have been ac- 
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complished; when the idea of a great amelioration 
of human affairs is no longer rejected as a dream 0 
fancy; when statesmen are beginning to learn that 
all nations have a eommon interest; when philan- 

thropy is extending its views to distant countries, 
and is executing purposes which would once have 

been regarded as the offspring of a blind and ex- 

travagant zeal. In this age of enlarged views, of 
generous excitement, of unparalleled activity for 
the good of mankind, it is — that the idea of a! 
nation, espousing the cause of peace and humanity, 
will not be dismissed as visionary and impracticable 

Enlightened and benevolent statesmen will discern 
that we do not live in ordinary times, but that a 
new and powerful impulse has been given to the 
human mind, which, under judicious influences, 
may issue in great and permanent improvements of 
the social state. 

In presenting this memorial, we solemnly declare, 
én the presence of God, that we have no private or 
narrow views. On this subject we belong to no 
sect, no party. As lovers of our country, as friends 
of mankind, as disciples of Jesus Christ, with the 
spirit of peace in our breasts, and with a deep im- 
pression of the miseries of war, we are only soli- 
citous to prevent the effusion of human blood by 
human hands, and to recal men to the conviction 
that they are brethren. We trust that the warmth 
with which we have spoken, will not be construed 
into a want of deference towards our rulers. On 
such a subject coldness would bea crime. Our 
convictions are deep, and no language but that of 
zeal and earnestness, would do them justice. 

We hope that we are addressing rulers who are 
sensible to the responsibility imposed by the pos- 
session of power; who regard the influence which is 
granted them on human affairs as a solemn trust; 
who consider themselves as belonging to their coun- 
tay and to mankind, and who desire to treasure up 
for themselves consolations in that hour when hu- 
man applause will be an unavailing sound, and 
when no recollection will be so dear as that of hav- 


peace and humanity. 
By order of said society, 

WILLIAM PHILLIPS, President. 

THADDEUS MASON HARRIS, 
Recording secretary. 

A true copy. Attest, -" 
- ‘THADDEUS MASON HARRIS, 

Recording secretary. 








We deem the publication of the following act 
of the New York legislature a curiosity well worth 
the preservation. . 

IN SENATE, MARCH 10. 
An act concerning the Shakers. 

Whereas, Eunice Chapman, in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and four, was lawfully married 
to James Chapman, by whom she had three children, 
and with whom she lived until the year one thousand 
eight hundred and eleven, when the said James 
Chapman abandoned his said wife, without leaving 
her any means of support, and soon after joined the 
society of Shakers, in Neskauna, in the county of 
Albany: And whereas the said James Chapman, since 
joining’ the society of Shakers, has taken from his 
wife her children and now keeps them concealed 
from her, and insists that the marriage contract be- 
tween him and his said wife is annulled, and that he 


all persons from harboring her, and declared that he 


f| would not be responsible for her debts:—And where. 


as the Shakers hold, that whenever married persons 
unite with their society they are absolved from the 
marriage contract and profess to believe that the 
said contract is unlawful and immoral, and that it is 
sinful for a member of their society to maintain any 
intercourse with those who are not members, with- 
out what they term a gift from their elders: And 
whereas a propagation of these principles is utterly 
subversive of the peace and happiness of families 
and the order of society—Therefore, 

Be it enacted by the people of the state of New-York, 
represented in senate and assembly, That the mar. 
Tiage contract between the said Eunice Chapman 
and her said husband James Chapman, be and the 
same is hereby declared to be dissolved, and the 
said Eunice Chapman entirely freed from the same; 
but nothing in this act contained shall be construed 
to give the said James Chapman a right to marry, 
during the life time of the said Eunice: Provided, 
that the dissolution of such marriage shall in no 
wise affect the legitimacy of the children thereof. 

If. And be it further enacted, That any married 
person being an inhabitant of this state, who shall 
hereafter attach him or herself to any society of 
Shakers in this state, shall be deemed and taken to 
be civilly dead, to all intents and purposes in the 
law, and his or her property may be disposed of in 
the same manner as if such person was really dead; 
and such person shall forever thereafter be incapa- 
ble of taking any estate, real or personal, by in- 
heritance. 

Ill. And be it further enacted, That whenever any 
married person, being an inhabitant of this state, 
shall hereafter attach him or herself to the said 
society of Shakers, it shall and may be lawful for 
the husband or wife, not belonging to the said so- 
ciety, to file a bill in the court of chancery, setting 
forth and alleging that the husband or wife (as 
the case may be) of the person filing such bill, has 
joined him or herself to the said society of Shak- 
ers, and the like proceedings shall and may there- 
upon be had as are prescribed bg the act, entitled 
‘an act concérning divorces, and for other pur- 
poses,”’ and if it shall appear on trial or enquiry, 


‘in the manner directed by that act, that such alle- 


gation is true, the chancellor shall pronounce and 
deem such persons, so joining the Shakers, to be 
civilly dead; and it shall not be lawful for such per- 
son thereafter to marry, if a man, during the life 
time of his former wife—and if a woman, during the 
life tume of her former husband. 


IV. And be it further enacted, That in all cases 
where any husband or wife, having any child or 
children of the marriage, shall hereafter separate, 
or may at any time heretofore have separated the 
one from the other, and shall or have attached him 
or herself to the said Shakers, and shall also take 
or have taken, with him or her, such child or chil- 
dren, being under age, the chancellor or any judge 
of the supreme court, for the time being, on the 
application ofthe husband or wife, not having join- 
ed the said Shakers, and being an inhabitant of this 
stute, may allow a habeas corpus to bring such child 
or children before him; and if on the return there- 
of, such child or children cannot be found, and it 
shall appear that such child or children is or are 
concealed and secreted, by and among any society 
of Shakers in this state, it shall be lawful for the 
chancellor or judge, as the case may be, in his dis- 
cretion, to issue a warrant directing the sheriff or 
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other proper officer of the county where the said 
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society reside, in the very time to search the dwel- 
ling houses and other buildings of the said society, 
or any members thereof for such child or children, 
and on bringing such child or children before the 
chancellor or judge, he may on due considera- 
tion, away the charge and custody of such child or 
children, so to be brought before him, or any of 
them to that parent who shall not have joined the 
said society of Shakers,for such time and under 
such regulations, and with such provisions and di- 
rections, as to the said chancellor or judge shall 
seem proper, and as the case may require; and the 
chancellor or any judge of the supreme court, shall 
at all times thereafter, have power on sufficient 
cause shewn, to annul, vary or modify the order so 
to be made; and such warrant of the chancellor or 
judge shall justify the sheriff or other officer, and 
those who by their order shall come to their aid, 
in making such search as aforesaid, and sued there- 
for, may plead the general issue, and give this act 
and the special matter in evidence. 








American Manufactures. 


Great and simultaneous exertions appear to be 
made at the present moment to awaken public atten- 
tion to the subject of home manufactures. The 
following queries are calculated to produce infor- 
mation important to the great interest of the nation; 
and we therefore lax them before our readers that 
such as have it in their power may give the answers. 

(CIRCULAR. ) 
Philcdelphia, March 6, 1817. 

Srin—The committee appointed on the part of the 
‘Philadelphia society for the promotion of American 
manufactures,” te report a plan in aid of the inter- 
val industry of the country, take the liberty to call 
upon you for information on this important subject. 

That our manufactures are in a state of great de- 
pression, isa fact, unfortunately, too well known, and 
too severely felt: but the nature and extent of the 
evils which press on particular manufactures are not 
so obvious. 

For the purpose of obtaining an intimate view of 
the manufacturing interests, and of strengthening 
our application to the legislatures, by the most pow- 
erful of all means, a well digested statement of facts, 
we request of you the fullest answers in your pow- 
er to the following queries. 

1. Is your manufactories in a depressed state? If it 
be, to what cause do you ascribe its situation? 

2. What measures in your view, will contribute 
io its relief? 

3. What proportion does the price of your manu- 
factures bear to the present price of articles in your 
line, of foreign fabric? What to the heretofore regu- 
lar import price, and to the cost in the foreign coun- 
try in which they are made? 

4, What is the national consumption of articles of 
your manufacture, and how far can the demand be 
supplied from internal sources? 

5. What are now, or have been heretofore the 
quantity and value of goods manufactured by you? 

6. How many hands do you employ, when your 
manufactory is in full operation? What is their state 
of mental cultivation, and what their moral habits. 

7. Do the habits contracted by the people of your 
manufactory render them less profitable in other 
employments? 

8. Is your business conducted by manual labor, or 
labor saving machinery, in whole or in part? What 
is the relative propotion of each? 

9. Are the people employed by you principally 


persons whose infirmities unfit them for such em. 
ployments? 


10. What is the quality of your manufacture, com- 


pared with those of a similar kind imported? Iilus- 
trate this by instances. 


11. If the articles manufactured by you are more 
serviceable than the imported, please state the rea- 
sons; if less substantia], inform by what means these 
imperfections can be removed. 

12. How far is your manufacture dependent tpor 
foreign materials, and by what means can they be 
supplied from internal sources? 

13. What is the cost of the raw materials? Com- 
pared with the prices of the same quality in foreign 
countries, and if higher, say by what means you 
suppose the prices can be reduced? , 
14. What is the difference of profit from hands 
employed in your manufactory, and from hands em- 
ployed in the pursuits of the yeomanry? 

15. What is the national gain from the difference 
of the raw materials employed in your manufacture, 
and the value of the articles when manufactured? 
16. What is the difference between the wages paid 
to laborers in your manufactory, and those paid to 
laborers in similar foreign manufactories? Does this 
difference operate favorable or unfavorable? 

17. Is the establishments of your manufacture fa- 
ee or unfavorable to the extension of agricul- 
ture : 

18. Do the present duties on import afford a suf- 
ficient encouragement to your establishment? If not, 
what rate of duty will be necessary ? 

19 Has your manufacture been the cause of in- 
crease of the wages, paid to the laboring part of the 
community, or upon what principle do you account 
for the increase paid for daily labor ? 

20. Is the increase of paupers owing to the esta- 
blishment of manufactories? If not, to what cause 
do you ascribe the merease of the number of the 
poor, and by what means do you suppose the num- 
ber can be reduced, and their condition rendered 
more comfortable? 

You will particularly oblige the society, by for- 
warding without delay your answers to such of the 
above queries, as you consider within your know- 
ledge, and in such terms as you shall consider best 
calculated to give the most useful information. 
Address to William Young, chairman, No. 16, 
South Third Street, Philadelphia. 

William Young, 7 
Victor Dupont, 
Edmund Kinsey, 
John Rogers, 
David Lewis, 
Joseph Siddail, 
Aldam Seybert, 
Henry Simpson, 
Thomas Gilpin, 
Thomas F. Gordon, ) 


. me . 
Committee of superinten- 
dence and correspondence. 











Relations with Russia. 
FROM THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER. 

Our readers have seen, by extracts from English 
papers, and verbal advices from Europe, that the 
difference between the United States and the Rus- 
sian government is said to have been satisfactorily 
adjusted. It has given us pleasure to learn, that 
this report is not without foundation, and that in- 
formation has been received by government, indi- 
rectly from Mr. Harris, our charge d’affaires in 
Russia, that, immediately on being made acquaint- 
ed with the true state of the case, by means of the 





adults capable of field labor, or minors, females, or 


dispatches of which Mr. Coles was the bearer, 
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the emperor expressed his conviction that not the 
government of the United States, but the Russian 
oificers in this country, had been to blame in the 
transaction, which had been incorrectly represent- 
ed to him. Rene 

The conduct of the emperor, in yielding his first 
impressions at once to just explanations from our 
sovernment, is an evidence of the continuance of 
the disposition, which that sovereign has always 
shewn, to maintain amicable relations with the Uni- 
ted States. The frankness and promptitude ofthe 
executive in making these explanations directly to 
the government of Russia, has secured the honora- 
ble termination of a controversy, which, however 
absurd in its origin, might by the intrigues of those 
disposed to foment it, have become important in its 

sequences. 

"ih is stated in the New-York papers that the Rus. 
sian minister has been recalled by the emperor, with 
marks of his displeasure. We do not believe that 
anv information to that effect has been received in 
this country from any official source. 








Curran’s Speech. 


FROM THE LONDON OBSERVER OF JANUARY 18. 

A select but numerous meeting of the friends of 
economy, reduction and parliamentary reform, on 
Friday, dined together at the freemason’s tavern, 
Wm. Lucas, esq. in the chair. 

The assembly was most respectable, and through 
out the whole of the proceedings never for a mo- 
ment overlooked the great cause for which it was 
convened. When the cloth was removed, the fol- 
lowing toasts were given from the chair: 

The king—The regent, and may he never lose 
sight of the principles which seated his family up- 
on the throne—The queen, and all other members 
of the royal family—The constitution of king, lords 
and commons. May all the efforts to endanger it 
be rendered abortive by the timely exertions of all 
good Englishmen to correct such errors and abuses 
as time and design have introduced—The triends of 
economy, public order and reform, throughout the 
united kingdom—Civil and religious liberty to all 
mankind— The liberty of the press—May the pre- 
sent tranquility of Europe be neither disturbed by 
the injustice of princes, nor by the violence of in- 
dividuals—The navy and army—The lord mayor,the 
friends of reform, and the city of London. 

The Cuainman said he should propose the health 
of an illustrious man then present, the right hon. 
John Philpot Curran, which was drank with great 
applause. 

Mr. CURRAN then rose, and spoke to this effect 
—Mr. Chairman, and you, gentlemen, be pleased 
to accept my most respectful thanks for the honor 
you have done me; an honor peculiarly great on an 
occasion awful as the present. On ordinary occa- 
sions, a superficial civility is sufliciently rewarded 
by an insolvent bow. But something more is ne- 
cessary in return for the introduction of my name, 
at amoment when the liberty of England is in ques- 
tion. I come from a country which has no liberty 
to be proud of, and if I go back to it, it will be as 
to the ruins of Babylon, to weep. You have been 
pleased, however, to give one toast—the cause of 
civil and religious liberty all over the world. When 
you drank that toast, I felt my heart embrace the 
negro—I felt also that it sympathised with my own 
poor country. Ireland, if it heard that toast, would 
bless that generous prospect of yout’s, from which 
alone can grow our human existence—(applause)— 


thusiasm for them is not surprising. My youth has 
been spent amongst them—my sympathy has been 
exercised for them—I might have sold myself at 
the market of corruption, and grown into pride, and 
wealth, and remorse, at their expence; but I pre- 
ferred te stay below with them in their humiliation 
—to mourn their condition—to defend them if I 
could—to chide and rebuke them, when a bold 
friend ought to do so. On their behalf I thank you 
for the generous sympathy which has dictated that 
toast. You willnotfind them unworthy coadjutors in 
the vineyard of liberty.—(Applause.)—I might be 
disposed, perhaps, to trespass too much on your 
indulgence, on a subject towards which my heart 
will never freeze—the subject which brought you 
together; but the sentiments I entertain have been 
so much better expressed by the member who 
spoke last, my old friend, if he will allow me to. 
call him so (Mr. Waithman,) that I shall only 
deface them if I attempt to rub them over. They 
are sentiments which a longer life then he has yet 
passed has rivetted more firmly on my judgment. 
The awful subject of our meeting is that policy 
which, by its melancholy results, we perceive has 
approached a crisis. It is written in tears in this 
country—it has been written abroad in blood (ap- 
plause.) I remember the American war—I am not 
sorry that I am old enough to have witnessed its 
crimes and follies, because I shall soon be removed 
from these scenes altogether. I saw then the 
graceless contempt of human rights. I heard the 
assertion that men were represented when they 
were not represented; they behaved to a nation as 
a petty solicitor to a man when he enters his ap- 
pearance in a court in order that judgment may 
proceed against him (applause); the admonition of 
Providence, the admonition of the waves, which 
she had interposed, was of no avail. We displayed 
our antic force and mimic ferocity; we kindled the 
fire of liberty in America, and at that blaze was 
the spirit of France kindled. Let no man dare to 
say when he weaves his web of policy—tush, there 
is no God! Yes, there is—and by his law the 
crimes of men generate in their own consequences 
their own punishment (applause.) The French re- 
volution began—the French would have been at 
peace with us—as a man from them was on his knees 
in this country—(Chauvelin,) but he was kicked 
out. It will be tedious to read a clincical lecture 
on the progress of this disease—we have brought 
it to an end—but how? As the most ignorant quack 
might have closed it; we have bottled up the infec- 
tion (appluse.) Have we done any more? What 
have we done? The most glorious circumstance 
for this country took place at the time of our revolu- 
tion, when we decided, that in the time of national 
calamity, the monarch should not cling for his de- 
fence to the base and scurvy tie of legitimacy [ap- 
plause.] Your ancestors saw what the monarch 
would be, if he only could commit crime with im- 
punity. They repealed that odious law. The last 
war was to repeal that repeal, to establish the prin- 
ciple that the nation has no power to judge of right 
or wrong; that their decisions shall be set aside by 
a gang of despots who have restored a faded—no ! 
nota faded—an exhausted—no! not an exhausted, 
but a bloated, extravasated dynasty—merely be- 
cause they had a mind to do so [applause.] It is 
not that I have any sentiments of enmity to the 
members of the executive in this country—they 
are misguided, misadvised, but they do not want 
good intentions; but is there nothing alarming in 
itself in the establishment of 150,060 men? Where 





} am enthusiastic for my countrymen, but my en- 
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yet of St James’? Are you sure of that?—Was it not 
at the congress of Vienna? [applause.] We see its 
effects, universal distress, universal beggary. Lhave 
been shocked in your streets with what I had never 
winessed before in this country—men well dressed 
approach me, and, in the under voice of suffering and 
shame, beg me to give them something. Remember 
one thing. It was the number of public mendicants in 
France which caused the horrors of the revolution. 
When man, who has been accusfomed to support 
his family, is no longer able to find them bread, the 
social tie which binds him is broken, and famine 
becomes the recruiting officer of rebellion (ap- 
plause.) Let me remind you of another thing: a 
country does not fall to piecer in a moment; but 
when it begins to fall, like other falling bodies, it 
descends with a constantly increasing velocity of 
precipitation! How far are we from the earth? 
How long will it take to pass the space which re- 
mains? If you have now 40,000 starving men (you 
see I am absurdly minute in my ealculation) burn- 
ing under want and oppression, what bond of allegi- 
ance remains for them? The true bond of allegiance 
is, when the subject feels that he derives blessings 
from it which he had better die than part with. 
But where is the John che Baptist? Where is the 
voice, human or divine, which can preach to 
the exasperation which famine and oppression pro- 
duces in the minds of men (applause,) and I will 
even add in English minds? You are not like the 
Frenci apes and dancers. You cannot pipe or sing 
amidst your misery, and then run from your little 
ordinary gambols into blood and cruelty. You are 
of a grave habit; nature has made it more difheult 
to rouse you, but remember that oppression will 
make even a wise man mad. You feel what your 
erievance is—but what is the remecy. 
the patient or doctor know our evils; we feel im- 
pending famine and the dread of a military des- 
potism. Military establishments are useful when 
raised to oppose our enemies, not to trample on 
our friends. But even in the streets now we see 
nothing but spurs, and cockades, and whiskers and 
feathers.—Fine birds of show, but odious birds of 
prey in a country like yours. What has been done 
by this army? It should almost seem that honor 
was no longer a part of the profession of a soldier. 
Faith has not been kept in any part of Europe. How 
have you behaved to Norway, how to Poland (which 
has been treated almost as badly as Ireland,) how 
to Italy? 
were every where. Did the blessed Virgin lay you 
to sleep, while the horrors of the Inquisition were 
restored ? (applause.) My unfortunate country you 


prevailed on to sell her life, and when she lay dead, | 


instead of affording her decent rites of sepulture, 
you tied her corpse to what remained of vital re- 
presentation in this country, and you have been 
rewarded accordingly. You have not been haunted 
by her ghost, but you have been rotting with her 


Neither} 


To aid rulers against the people, you 


,course to be followed in the attainment of re- 
form, and proceeded]—There should be no spirit 
of acrimony in your proceedings. There are many 
persons of the highest honor in the house of com- 
mons. There are in the direction of his majesty’s 
councils—I do not know them—but blessed are 
those, we are told, that believe, though they have 
not seen—-(a laugh)—-many excellent persons.— 
When you hold up the situation of the country to 
their view, they wilt have so much acquiescence as 
to say, as Nathan said to David, “thou «rt the man,” 
they must acknowledge the justice of your picture. 
I cannot suppose that if your claims are stated 
fairly and moderately, they cannot have an effect. 
When the people are unrepresented beyond a 
certain point, the system is worse than no represen- 
tation at all. (Applause.) The executive is not only 
without counterpoise but without apprehension.— 
Those bribing and those bribed degenerate into a 
profligate fraternity, drawing and redrawing, with- 
out funds of their own, on the solvency of the coun- 
try. Theruler is not ashamed, and the betrayer 
is not afraid. There is a kind of competition in 
vice. If one man will keep within bounds, another 
| Will be found to dress himself out in all the ribbons 
of his prostitution. I am not for giving votes to 
the beggar on the bridge, nor for the constant rout 
of annual parliaments, but for a substantive re- 
presentation of the people. In this cause I wish to 
see all distinguished persons come forward to pull 
an oar. This society, I am persuaded, will set a 
good example, it will show the people that parlia- 
|mentary reform does not consist in breaking win- 
| dows, or getting drunk in thestreets. It will rally 
every man of good sense and decent feeling—behav- 
ing with respect even to those who have done you 
wrong. Go on—and God give you the success 
which, if it be not blasphemous to say, you have 
merited by the noble principles of your co-opera- 
tion (loud and long continued applause.) 

The healths of the mover and seconder of the 
resolutions were drank, who returned thanks.— 
| Several toasts were drank, as trial by jury—The li- 
| berty of the press—Success to the cause of the so- 
,ciety. About 10 o’clock the chairman left the 
Chair, and most of the company separated. 











| ee | 


| Foreign Articles. 
ENGLAND, &e. 

Independence of parliament. tis publicly averred 
in a British paper, that a certain measure will be 
carried at the ensuing session of parliament, be- 
| cause lord Liverpool hus signified his intentions of sup-’ 
porting it ! 

The meeting for reform, at Cork, was atténded 
| by 20,000 persons. The state of Ireland is most 
'gloomy—tenants are deserting their fitms, and 
they, with they landlords are involved n'a common 
‘ruin. In one barony ofthe eounty of Clare, 18,000 








carcass. You have been engaged ina war contrary | acres, deserted by their late tenants, remain as 
to the interests of your gountry—not one war in a waste land, and so it is in other parts of the coun- 
thousand is undertaken for the sake of national in-| try. 

terests—they are stimulated by the courtly panders| A London paper states that 13,009 distressed 
to the passions of princes. The war with America| workmen from Staffordshire, were patrolling the 
had never been popular in Ireland; the war with kingdom in all directions as begvars, bringing with 
France had never been popular there. I do not) them printed papers signed by the magistrates cer- 
magnify the importance of Ireland; God knows the|tifying who and what they were! Thirteen thou- 
English ministry had lefe it little to be proud of in) sand men from one country made beggars of, be- 
the way of wealth—but stili the voice ofa nation! sides the usual vast stock of paupers and vagrants. 
was something, and the base apostates who go-|—Is this possible? And why should it not be—it 
verned it, thought better to sell their counwry, and} is said that many ‘and holders are willing for a 
transfer their voices to this. [Mr. C. commended! term of years, to give their property rent free te 
the judgment of Mr. Waithman as ta the proper any tat will give seeurity to pay the taxes! 
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FRANCE. 

“Shaving.”’—The following account of the new 
French loan is given in the Boston Centinel: 

‘The London papers are in error respecting the 
extent of the loan which Messrs. Bartne & Co. have 
lately made to the French government. We have 
seen letters from intelligent genttemen in /rance, 
which give correct particulars respecting it. The 
amount of the loan is four hundred and twenty mil- 
lions of francs, [nearly seventy-nine miilions of dollars, 
and upwards of seventeen millions sterling.| The len- 
ders were to take five per cent. stock at 70 francs, 
payable at the expiration of ten years, at par. It is 
estimated in Paris, that the loan will produce nearly 
eleven and a half per cent. per annum, for the ten 
years. It is added, that only one half the amount is 
to be paid in money, and the other in clothing and 
supplies for the allied army; which unquestionably 
will be supplied from the workshops at Sheffield, 
Manchester, &c.”? 

SPAIN. 

The Spanish consul at New-York has officially 
notified the public, “that all and every description 
of foreign manufactures, composed wholly or in part 
of cotton, are totally and strictly prohibited” an 
entry into the kingdom of Spain. 

AFRICA. 

The captain of a Tripolitan vessel of war captur- 
ed an Anglo-Hanoverian ship, and entered port with 
her flag at half-mast. A representation of the case 
being made to the bashaw, he ordered the vessel 


restored, &c. and caused her flag to be hoisted to}’ 


the mast-head, under a salute of cannon—the cap- 
tain of the vessel of war, at the same time, being 
hung from the mast at the height that the flag had 
just occupied. 

ST. HELENA. 

A letter from the marquis de Montchenu, com- 
missioner of the king of France to guard the per- 
son of Napoleon Bonaparte, in St. Helena, has been 
widely circulated through Europe to shew the im. 
possibility of the escape of that man—and, indeed, 
if only one half of what the marquis says is true, 
and we have no reason ‘to doubt any part of his 
statement, an army of 10,000 men and a fleet of 2U 
sail of the line would not be sufficient to release the 
captive, if opposed according to the means posses- 
sed for the purpose. The little island, or rather 
rock, of St. Helena hasbeen fully described in the} 
Register. A landing is practicable only at one point, 
and there “ten men with stones only,” says the mar- 
quis, “might stop a thousand well armed.” The 
garrison consists of 2500 men, with upwards of 500 
hundred pieces of artillery and about 20 mortars. 
The only plain on the island is that where Bona- 
parte resides, on which a regiment is also encamp- 
ed. This plain is surrounded by tremendous pre- 


graphs. An hourly report is made with these to 
the governor of what the prisoner is doing; and in 
two minutes he can be apprized of any particular oc-} 
currence, as well at night as in the day time. In 
addition to all these, 2 frigates and 2 brigs are con- 
stantly sailing round the island, and at night the 
whole coast is patrolled by armed boats, &c. Such} 
are the preparations deemed necessary to guard 
against the influence and power of one man—ever 
represented to us a monster, to be hated rather 
than loved. 
‘SPANISH AMERICA.” 

We have Bolivar’s proclamation of Jan. 7, de- 
claring the cities of Guayano, Cumana, La Guira, 
and Puerto Bello “in .a state of strict blockade,” 
according to the usages and customs of civilized 


Bolivar has had several hard battles with the 
royalists and tories, and has finally succeeded, after 
suffering one defeat himself, in nearly annihilating 
a royal force of 3000 men, near and in the city of 
Barcelona, while they were in the act of murdering 
the people of that place, without respect to age, 
sex or condition. He killed, and captured 1000 of 
them in the city, and the fugitives were happily in. 
tercepted by gen. Arismendi, who, had 800 caval- 
ry, and literally cut them to pieces. 
none but solitary individuals could have escaped 
him. Bolivar led the royalists into Barcelona bya 
stratagem, and fell upon them at the moment they 
were engaged in their butcheries. The probabili. 
ty is that Cumana has fallen into his hands, where 
there was a king’s sloop of war, 3 gun brigs, and 
a schooner, reported to be only half manned, hem- 
med in by a division of Brion’s navy, competent to 
beat them with ease. Admiral Brion is using eve- 
ry means in his power to detect and bring to con 
dign punishment those who, under the patriotic 
flag, have latterly committed so many piracies in 
the West Indies. He had several such in close 
confinement, waiting for trial. : 





CHRONICLE. 


Both houses of the legislature of New York have 

agreed to a resolution requiring the members at 
the next session, to appear dressed in American 
manufactures. 
Mr. Werwag’s extensive nail factory, not far 
from Dowingstown, Pa. was partially destroyed by 
fire on the 14th inst. It contained 43 machines, 
each of which cut and headed a nail, or brad, at a 
single operation, turning off an average quantity, 
each, of half a ton per week. The works are to be 
immediately repaired. The fire is supposed to have 
originated in design. 

The steam boat Ontario, capable of carrying 2000 
barrels, is prepared for the lake, and will leave 
Sackett’s Harbor every Monday, and make a rout 
from Ogdensburg to Niagara, stopping at several 
places to land or receive passengers. The fare for 
cabin passengers from Sackett’s Harbor to Ogdens- 
burg is $5—from the same to Niagara, $10. 

Mr. Le Ray de Chaumont is offering for sale 
120,000 acres of land, in the state of New-York, si- 
tuated on or near the St. Lawrence, and watered 
by many other fine streams. These lands make a 
part of ““M‘Comb’s purchase”—there are now up- 
on them 3000 inhabitants, 12 saw mills, 5 grist 
mills, &c. and the proprietor is about to erect ma- 
ny large buildings, and to establish iron works and 
other manufactures upon them. 

New-York inspections.—Flour and meal inspected 
within the city of New-York, and county of Kings, 
from the 16th of February, 1816, to the 15th of Fe: 
bruary, 1817, both days inclusive: 

236,326 barrels superfine flour, 
11,552 half barrels do. 
14,161 barrels fine do. 
, 2,444 barrels fine middlings, 
1,526 barrels common do. 
10,303 barrels bad flour, 
22,902 barrels rye do. 
7,486 hhds. corn meal, 
7,064 barrels do. 
243 barrels bad meal, 
1357 half barrels do. 
[Oficial report> | 
Virginia representation.—The senate of Virginia is 
elected by districts of counties. The late prope 
sition to call a convention was rejected therein by 
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ed certain counties containing 347,328 white inha- 
bitants, and the twelve certain other counties con- 
taining 150,080! ‘This a burlesque on the right of 
suffrage. 

Falsehood—Lieut. Crabb, of the United States na-. 
vy, under his own proper signature, has refuted the 
story from the Gibraltar Chronicle, headed, “Fracas 
between the British and Americans at Messina. 
As the article had internal evidence in itself of its 
falsehood, we did not think it worthy of notice in 
the ReersTer; and mention the subject now only 
because it has been extensively circulated through 
the United States. 

Our ships. A letter from commodore Chauncey 
to his friend in Boston, describes the Washington 
74, “as the finest ship that ever floated,” and the 
swiftest that he ever was in, and the best sea-boat. 
—She has been completely tried, and proved to be 
the fastest ship in the fleet on a wind, and beats 
all but the Java before it. The Spark, so famous 
for her sailing qualities, was beaten by her, both by 
and large. The Washington swims with the lower 
cilis of her lower ports five feet clear, with four 
months provisions and water on board, &c. 

We have observed before, that our ships of the 
line are the happiest combinations of celerity with 
force ever before produced. And they have 
another advantage, which has not escaped the 
ebservation of every British officer who has had 
an opportunity of examining them—they sit so 
light on the water and look so small, that, at a lit- 
tle distance, they cannot be distinguished from a 
large frigate. ‘This may as well facilitate the es- 
cape of our own frigates from a superior force, as 
lead larger vessels into a snare. 

Sugar, made in South Carolina, has been refined at 
Charleston. 

New-Hampslure.—William Plumer, esq. has been 
re-elected governor of the state of New-Hampshire, 
by a large and increased majority. All the branch- 
es of the government of this state are republican. 

Mr. John Randolph, it is understood, retires alto- 
gether from public life. 

The late bishop Asbury. A committee was ap- 
pointed at the late conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, held in Baltimore, to superin- 





‘tend the publishing of acorrect life of the late re- 


verend bishop Asbury—who have notified the pub- 
lic that they are about to appoint a suitable person 
to write the same. 

Western Plaster.—It appears fully ascertained, by 
actual experiment, that the Plaster of Paris, from 
Manlius, in the state of New-York, is an excellent 
manure for lands near the sea coast, exhausted by 
crops of cotton and indigo; on which the Nova Sco- 
tia plaster is of no value at all. ) 

T'ransportation.—An association is spoken of at 
Philadelphia to establish a line of waggons between 
that city and Pittsburg—to start at fixed periods, 
&c. and, by travelling day and night, like the mail 
stages, make the journey in seven days. This may 
be easily accomplished when the great turnpike is 
finished. 

The Pacifc—Our hardy and adventurous brethren 
of Nantucket, &c. are very successfully and very ex- 
tensively engaged in the Pacific whale fishery. 

Canals.—The canal commissioners have made a 
report to the legislature of New-York. They esti- 
mate the cost of a canal from lake Champlain to the 
Hudson at 800,000 dollars. They propose to borrow 
1,500,000 dollars to complete that canal, and the 
great western canal from Rome to the Seneca river, 

or which this sum is supposed adequate. It is pro- 


ed and prosecuted with vigor. The rise in the value 
of property they would occasion in the state of New 
York would, of itself, pay for them many times over. 
The state of Ohio has resolved, as far as the resour- 
ces of the state will justify, to assist in making the 
canal between lake Erie and the Hudson. 

THE GREAT CANAL—The report of the canal com- 
missioners on the contemplated western canal,makes 
an octavo pamphlet of 90 pages. It contains a mi- 
nute survey of the route. 

From lake Erie to a point 11 miles up | 
the Tonnewanta, 27 miles, will cost $205,877 

From Tonnewanta to the Seneca river, 

136 miles, 194 feet fall, 25 locks, 1,550,985 

From Seneca river to Rome, 77 miles, 





48,50 feet rise, 6 locks, 853,166 
From Rome to Schoharie creek,71 miles, 
132,85 feet fall, 16 locks, 1,090,703 
From Schoharie ereek to Albany, 32 
miles, 289 feet fall, 30 locks, 1,106,087 
Add for general expences, 75,000 
Aggregate of expences, $4,881,738 


Of rise and fall—661,85 feet, by 77 locks. 

Of distance—353 miles, 294 chains, 

By a route, south of the mountain ridge, from 
Erie to Genesee river, will save in expences 309,025 
dollars. 

“Ship chandlery.”—-We were agreeably surprised 
to see in a Buffalo paper, an advertisement headed 
with “ship chandlery”—wherein is offered for sale 
cables, and all sorts of rigging, &c. with sail duck, 
anchors, tar, &c. needful for the equipment of ves- 
sels. 

Masor-cenerat Harrison.—This estimable offi- 
cer and accomplished gentleman, has been enter- 
tained with a sumptuous public dinner by the pa- 
triotic people of Petersburg, Va. and the survivors 
of the gallant corps of volunteers from that place 
who served under his command in the late war, 
through whom the citizens at large had become 
familiar with his arduous services and exalted cha- 
racter. The general, being on a visit to his relations 
in Virginia, was sought after and invited by a joint 
committee of the citizens and the volunteers, which 
he accepted. The town seems to have been quite’ 
alive when he approached—he was received with 2 
salute of 16 guns and the general hilarity of the 
people. It was a proud day for the general, that 
those who ought to know him best, men of high and 
honorable minds, should thus respectfully and joy- 
ously receive him, notwithaianding the many perse- 
cutions he had suffered, for causes unknown to the 
public. The aecount of the affair in the Petersbure 
Intelligencer is delightful, and we would copy it but 
for its great length. 

After dinner the usual number of toasts were 
drank, their beauty will plead an apology, if one 
is necessary, for giving them entire: 

_ 1. The peopie.— Brave, patriotic, and virtuous—ftee, sovereign and 
independent. 4 guns, ; 

2. The Constitution— 

Bless’d be the code, by whomsoever wro’t. 


Replete with maxims sound, gad lib’ral thought. 3 guns. 

3. George Washington.—Executing the mandate of Heaven, he 
gave freedom to millions. No. gun. 

4. James Monroe—Called by the choice of his fellow citizens to 
the first office in their gift, he will not disappoint their hopes. 3 
BULLS. 

5. James Madigon—He gave the signal for battle, and saved the. 
republic. 3 guns. 

6, Thomas Jefferson.—The consciousness of havin 
much to his country’s prosperity will render his 
serene and happy. 3 guns. 

7. The pice president of the United States.—He has baffled the. 
shaffs of calumny, and rises superior to the malice of his enemies. 
3 guns. 

8. The New Cabinet.—Formed of virtue, talents and patriotism, 

the safe depository of American liberty. 2 guns. 
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9. Lhe battle of Tippecanoe:—Exvited by British mrcitut, its 
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success was ominous of the glorious issue of our second war for 
independence. 2 guns. 
0. Fort Meigs—A_ watch-tower in the wilderness—defended by 
valiant spirits, second only to their gallant commander. 6 guns. 
General. Harrison rose amidst tire loud shouts of 


applause, which this sentiment excited. His feel- 
ings were evidently touched. In an instant all was 
calm, and he spoke as follows: 

The honor which you now confer upon me, fel- 
low-citizens, is that which the most celebrated of 
the ancient republics was accustomed to bestow 
upon such of their statesmen and warriors, who 
were considered to have deserved well of~their 
country. To be feasted in the Prytanzum of their 
native city, was the greatest reward which an 
Athenian general could receive for the most brilliant 
and important services.—With the recollection of 
this fact, how shall I duly appreciate this mark of 
your approbation? I will not flatter you gentle- 
men, by saying that Petersburg is a modern Athens. 
That great republic covered with her fleets and 
her merchant ships every known sea. Arts and 
arms were also her’s. Such indeed was the case 
with Carthage formerly as it is with Paris and Lon- 
don now. But in what age, in what region, by 
what city, have the pure principles of liberty been 
cultivated with greater care than on this spot ?— 
Your Tromrsownjhas obtained for you the civic palm. 
In war, your Scorr.—That gallant band, your 
volunteers! Yes! Pelopidas did not glory more 
justly in his sacred band, which fought and bled 
and conquered at Mantine; nor Bonaparte, in his 
young guards who were immolated at Waterloo; 
than you in raesrt !—But a remnant only now re- 
mains; alas! I know toc*well where the remains 
of many of them are to be found: they lie in the 
cold and dreary swamps of the north-west! But 
their memories are preserved in the hearts of their 
countrymen. To perpetuate their fame is your 
sacred duty; and you will not neglect it. Gentle- 
men, I am net an Orator; had I talents of that kind, 
what a theme is here, one to which a Cicero or 
your own Taylor, or Robertson, or Leigh, would 
have done justice: But I beg your pardon; I rose 
merely to thank you for the compliment contained 
in the toast; to the commander the merit of the 
defence of fort Meigs must be greatly lessened, 
when it is recollected that the lines were defended 
by troops from Ohio and Kentucky, and the reserve. 
eomposed of the Pittsburg and Petersburg volun- 


teers? 

11. Col. R. M. Johnson—Tecumseh’s arm, that erst spread terror 
through the forest’s gloom, fell neveless before the champion of 
American liberty. 2 guns. 

12. Lake Erie—The galiant Perry bridged its waters with the 
flotilla of Britam, and conducted in triumph to the shores of 
Canada, the avengers of their country’s wrongs. 2 guns. 

13. The River Raisin—Crimsoned with the blvod of freemen, 
an eternal monument of British philanthropy, justice,and good 
faith. 

14, The American navy —The ocean and the lakes the grand 
theatres of its glory. 2 guns. 

15. The army of the United States—Composed of freemen, it 
must ever be myineible. 2 guns. 

16. The brave volunteers who feil at fort Meigs—Drop the tear— 
not of regret—their death was glorious. 

17. The Spanish patriots—Contending for liberty—whilst we sigh 
for their mistortunes we glory in their triumphs. 2 guns. 

18, Our differences with Ferdinand VII.—*Put up thy sword, 
weak prince—thy hand shakes at it.” 

19. Woman— 

All that we believe of Heaven— 
Amazing brightness, purity and truth, 
Eternal joy and everlasting love. 

By general Harrison.— Vhe town of Petersburg—the seedbed of 

patriotism, the nursery of heroes. 


ocy General Harrison was also invited, in the 
most handsome manner, by the mayor and citizens 
of Richmond, to a public dinner; but his private 


concerns prevented him from suffering the delay it 


Gen. St. Clair.—“This poor and unfortunate, bu! 
gallant soldier,” (to use the words of the Democrati¢ 
Press) has, at last, got a competent subsistence for 
the little remnant of his days. What congress de- 
nied, the liberality of Pennsylvania has furnished. 
The legislature, some time ago, gave him a pension 
of 300 dollars, which, at the present session, hag 
been raised to 650—this sum will keep the old gen. 
tleman above want. He resides on the Alleghany 
mountain. It is pleasant to remark that the politica! 
sentiments of the general are opposed to those of 
a very large majority of the people, and their repre- 
sentatives, of this rich and liberal state. 

True policy. The legislature of Pennsylvania has 
passed an act approprigting halfa million of dollars 
to internal improvements—roads, bridges and ca- 
nals—105,000 of which is to complete the turnpike 
from Philadelphia to Pittsburg. The Schuylkill, 
Lehigh and Monongahala rivers are améng the first 
objects for “flock navigation.” 

Treaty with Sweden.—It will be recollected, that 
it was stated some time ago by us, as a report, tliat 
the senate had under discussion a commercial treaty 
concluded with Sweden by our minister, Mr. Russe}. 
We find it stated in some of the newspapers, that 
the treaty was rejected by the senate. Not so, ac- 
cording to our information. The treaty was ratified, 
with the exception of one or more articles, which, 
it is presumed, are to be the subject of future nego- 
ciation. (Mat. Int: 





Captain Gordon. 

The following notice of the late captain Gordon, 
of the navy, is from the Philadelphia Political Re- 
gister, 28th ult. 

Obituary.—The village Hampden sleeps with his 
fathers, but lives embalmed in the affectionate re- 
membrance of those who are to rest by his side. 

The great and the good, receive their last and 
parting breath in the same air that animated their 
early clay. In the land that gave them birth, they 
pass away; but are hallowed in thé gratitude and 
veneration of the friends they have loved and of the 
country they have served. The pompous obituary 
swells the note of admiring recollection for those, 
o’er whom the turf is warmed by tne same ray that 
saw their incubate and their declining hour. 

Shall then, no requiem be said for those who in 
their country’s cause, sleep in a land their sires had 
never seen? Shall the ardent friend, the intrepid sol- 
dier, the good and virtuous man, pass from a world 
he adorned, and to his memory be given no sigh, 
but from those he cherished, no tear but from those 
he loved. 

The heroic bravery, and generous soul of the de- 
parted Gordon, from a people, whose distinction he 
graced, might have claimed a more extended sphere. 
Those feelings, which highest glow in the bosoms 
of the noble, made him in early youth misfortune’s 
target, but the spotless honor of his name even ca- 
lumny has not dared to tarnish. 

By those who knew him beloved, by those whom 

e commanded almost adored—his ashes mouider 
veneath the treads of a stranger, and unworthy ce- 
traction has essayed to darken the lustre of his 
fame.—Shame on the soul, who would forget to re- 


verence the dead, because it saw not the ascent ot 


is spirit—-But scorn on him, who admired, loved 
or feared the virtues of Gordon, and veils the mirror 
of recollection, when it would retrace the existen¢® 


that has been closed afar. 
———— Cui pudor & justieie soror, 





would have occasioned. The correspondence on 
the occasion has been published in the papers: 


Incorrupta Fides, nudaque veritas, 
Quando ulura invenient purew. 
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